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Education and Training
INSTITUTION AND LOCATION FIELD OF STUDY DEGREE [YEAR(S)
China Agricultural University Biology B.S. 2011-2015
The Ohio State University Horticulture and Crop Science Ph.D. 2015-2021
The Ohio State University Controlled Environment Agriculture |Postdoc 2023-2025
Professional Experience
2025 — present The Ohio State University, Department of Extension
Assistant Professor/Urban Agriculture Specialist
2023 - 2025 The Ohio State University, Department of Horticulture and Crop Science
Postdoctoral Scholar
2022 -2023 AmericanHort, Greenhouse Grower Certification Program
Instructor
2021 - 2022 Otterbein University, Department of Biology and Earth Science
Adjunct Teaching Faculty
2015 —-2021 The Ohio State University, Department of Horticulture and Crop Science
Graduate Research Associate
2017 -2019 The Ohio State University, Department of Horticulture and Crop Science

Graduate Teaching Associate

Research Experience

My research experience since 2015 has been focusing horticulture crop improvement and
controlled environment agriculture. During my Ph.D. program, I worked on improving
greenhouse floriculture crop quality using biotechnology and beneficial microbes, where I
utilized both lab-based research, such as CRISPR/Cas9, and applied greenhouse studies, such as
biostimulant efficacy evaluation, to improve crop quality and reduce fertilizer use. Research
experience during my postdoc position focused on using controlled environment agriculture
(CEA) technology in advancing strawberry production and quality for indoor environments. In
my current position as the Urban Agriculture Specialist, my responsibility includes
understanding the diverse urban agriculture environments and addressing the unique challenges
faced by urban farmers in Ohio through applied and collaborative research efforts.

Teaching Experience

I have attained both formal and informal teaching experience since 2017. When I was a graduate
teaching associate, I provided lectures and educational materials in plant genetics to about 600
students, while adopting various teaching strategies to provide diverse learning opportunities for
students. I have also been invited to teach on topics within my expertise, including plant
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genetics, plant physiology, plant propagation, biostimulant application, and controlled
environment agriculture. When I held an adjunct faculty position at Otterbein University, |
developed a course that combined applied horticulture with basic plant biology to allow students
to learn practical crop management directly from farmers while exploring their curiosity in
science through hands-on laboratories. I also served as an instructor in AmericanHort’s
Greenhouse Grower Certifications program, where I provided online courses essential for the
understanding of greenhouse crop production. In my current position, my goal is to establish
long-term relationships with urban stakeholders and provide accessible resources and education
tailored to their needs.

Professional Service

I have provided service to my professional society, my community, and the university. I served
on multiple grant and scholarship review panels. I was the secretary, chair elect, and chair for the
Orchid group in American Society for Horticultural Science (ASHS) from 2021 to 2024. During
this time, I helped organize tours, webinars, and contributed as a presenter at ASHS. I
participated in multiple community events as an exhibitor, a tour leader, and a career mentor for
both youth and adult audience. During my time at the Ohio State University, I served as a student
representative on the department graduate studies committee, co-led the organization of Ohio
State Plant Science Symposium, and served on a hiring committee. Currently, I co-lead the Ohio
State Urban Agriculture Team with the goal to establish a robust and comprehensive urban
agriculture program through collaborations.

Honors And Awards (selected)

2024: PP Systems Innovator's Travel Award

2021: HCS Department Publication Award First Place

2020: ASHS FLOR Presentation Competition First Place

2020: CFAES Annual Conference Competition PhD First Place
2019: Graduate Research Symposium PhD Competition First Place
2019: CFAES Annual Conference Competition PhD First Place
2019: American Floral Endowment Altman Family Scholarship
2018: CFAES Annual Conference Competition PhD First Place
2017: Graduate Research Symposium Proposal Competition First Place
2016: The CFAES Environmental Graduate Research Fellowship
2015: The Ohio State University Graduate Fellowship

Current and Pending Grants
PI, Ohio FSA Urban and Innovative Agriculture Community-Based Organization Fund
Assistance, USDA FSA Cooperative Agreement, 2023-2028, $1,499,768.00

PI, Enhancing Local Strawberry Production by Improving the Production Of Planting Materials
Using Seed-Propagated Strawberries, Ohio Department Agriculture Specialty Crop Block Grant,
2025-2027, $187,258 (pending)
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Publications (past 4 years)

Lin, Y., Barker, D.J., and Kubota, C. 2025. Supplemental far-red light prevents semi-dormancy
and enhances yield and fruit quality of short-day strawberry in indoor production.
HortTechnology. (accepted)

Lin, Y., and Kubota, C. 2025. Supplemental far-red light prevents semi-dormancy and enhances
yield and fruit quality of short-day strawberry in indoor production. HortScience. (Abstr.)
(accepted)

Lin, Y., Kim, C., Bassil, N.V., Oliphant, J.J., Hardigan, M.A., and Kubota, C. 2025.
Characterizing the growth, morphology, productivity, and fruit quality of twenty-three
strawberry cultivars in an indoor environment with sole source electric lighting. Frontiers
in Horticulture. 4, 1621763. https://doi.org/10.3389/fhort.2025.1621763

Lin, Y., Kim, C., Bassil, N.V., Oliphant, J.J., Hardigan, M.A., and Kubota, C. 2024.
Characterizing the growth, morphology, productivity, and fruit quality of twenty-five
strawberry cultivars in vertical farm environment. HortScience. 59(9) S146. (Abstr.)

Lin, Y., and Jones, M.L. 2022. CRISPR/Cas9-mediated editing of Autophagy Gene 6 in petunia
decreases flower longevity, seed yield, and phosphorus remobilization by accelerating

ethylene production and senescence-related gene expression. Frontiers in Plant Science.
13. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpls.2022.840218

Lin, Y., and Jones, M.L. 2021. Evaluating the growth-promoting effects of microbial
biostimulants on greenhouse ornamentals. HortScience. 57(1), 97-109.
https://doi.org/10.21273/HORTSCI16149-21

Lin, Y., and Jones, M.L. 2021. Silencing ATG6 and PI3K accelerates petal senescence and
reduces flower number and shoot biomass in petunia. Plant Science. 302, 110713.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.plantsci.2020.110713

Jones, M.L., Bai, S., Lin, Y., and Chapin, L.J. 2021. The senescence-associated endonuclease,
PhENDOI, is upregulated by ethylene and phosphorus deficiency in petunia.
Horticulturae. 7(3), 46. https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae7030046
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