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1. Personnel Update: 
Ed Brown has accepted the Athens County ANR position.  Ed is an Athens County native 
and is coming to us from the University of Arkansas.  In Arkansas, Ed was a county 
director and handled ANR, 4-H, and CED in his county.  Ed will start on October 6. 
 
Fairfield and Trumbull Counties have been advertised.  Campus interviews for these full 
time positions will be on October 1. 
 
Tom Worley has formed a search committee to fill the direct marketing position vacated 
by Dr. Julie Fox. The position will most likely continue as a Program Director. The 
official search will begin soon. 
 

2. Farm Science Review: 
It’s Farm Science Review Week!  I’m looking forward to seeing y’all there!   
 
Our new MPMH graduate associateships students will be working at FSR.  Team leaders 
are encouraged to meet with the students.  The applications for having the students work 
with your team in rotations during this school year were due by September 12.  If you 
haven’t submitted a proposal yet (see below), late submissions may be considered.  
Please get your proposals in ASAP. 

 
3. MPHM Extension Associates  

Extension team leaders, as you may recall, we have 3 outstanding Graduate Associates in 
Extension that would like to gain more experience in the different types of extension 
outreach that occurs within our team framework.  To accomplish this, we are soliciting 
proposals from teams that may have some activity that can serve this purpose. 
 
There is a simple one page proposal that outline the type of project for one of the 
Graduate Extension Associates that would help your team. In this one-pager please 
provide the following: 
 
 



 
1. clear expectations of what you would like the associate to accomplish during the 
rotation, 
 
2. how this rotation experience will help train the student for a future position as an 
Extension Educator 
 
3. time of year that the rotation should take place (Fall/Winter/Spring/Summer) 
 
More details are in the document attached to the email.  We are looking forward to 
working with you and your team to provide a great experience for these graduate 
students.  
 

4.  Present at the 2014 OSU Extension Annual Conference and Research Colloquium 
You are invited to actively engage in the OSU Extension 2014 Annual Conference and 
Research Colloquium on December 9-11 at the Ohio Union. As our organization looks to 
“The Next 100 Years,” all colleagues are encouraged to consider the research, skill sets, 
methods, trends, etc. that will drive our organization forward in service to all Ohioans.  
Proposals are due by 5 pm on Friday September 26. Proposals may be submitted to 
present in one of the following formats: 45 minute presentation or poster.  New this year: 
a special poster opportunity for undergraduate and graduate students. 

To submit a proposal, go to http://go.osu.edu/EAC_2014RFP .  Please be sure to read the 
instructions located here http://go.osu.edu/2014EAC  BEFORE you go to the website to 
submit, as it is helpful to prepare your notes ahead of time in Word. 

5. Kudos: 
Kathy Smith’s kudzu poster was highlighted in an article on the front page of the 
September issue of the Forestry Source, published monthly by the Society of American 
Foresters.   
 

6. Central State University Contact 
Any educator contacted by Central State University needs to refer them to Ken Martin.  
These contacts can include requests for information, requests to serve on advisory 
committees/councils, requests to sit and plan programs, etc.  We are doing this to ensure 
that we have consistent communication and interaction with CSU. 
 

7. ANR Website Update 
Thanks to Julie Moose, we have the beginnings of the new and Improved ANR website.  
We are very early in this process, with a long way to go yet, but Julie has done a fantastic 
job thus far. Over time, we will update team pages, other new content, etc.  Eventually, 
teams will be contacted to provide updated information/content for their pages.  This will 
take us time and I ask for your patience.  Let Teresa or I know if you have any questions 
or comments. 
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8. Farm Bill Training Programs Update 

We recently had a meeting with state FSA personnel to discuss Farm Bill training 
programs. These meetings are intended to be jointly offered by FSA and OSU Extension.  
If you haven’t met your county’s FSA office personnel, please make a point to meet with 
him or her and begin to discuss and plan the farm bill meetings for MPP-Dairy Program, 
ARC/PLC for your county.  These meetings are to be jointly offered by FSA and OSU 
Extension.  We agreed also to exchange information and invitations regarding state level 
training sessions and to strongly encourage OSU Extension Educators and FSA field staff 
to cooperate fully in planning and publicizing, joint producer meetings.  Let Chris 
Bruynis, Diane Shoemaker, or myself know if you have questions or concerns. 

9. Agricultural Fertilizer Applicator Certification Update 
Ohio State University Extension and Ohio Department of Agriculture have been working 
over the past 18 month on meeting criteria in SB 150 legislation. The bill was passed then 
signed by the Governor on May 22, 2014 and became effective on August 22, 2014. 
Plans were put in place to begin educational programming kickoff in September, 2014 
with three programs. Programs will be held in Fulton (9/12), Hancock (9/25) and 
Paulding County (9/26). Current registrations indicate we will reach 450 to 600 
individuals with these 3 events. 
 
Planning is current being done by Extension Educators across the state to implement 
multiple programs in conjunction with Pesticide Applicator Training (2 hour sessions) 
and stand-alone 3 hours session to meet the educational objectives during January 
through March 2015. The Ohio Pesticide Safety Education Program is providing 
logistical support to scheduling and registration. Field Specialists are committed to 
supplement or conduct full programs depending on the needs of counties or regions. 
Teaching curriculum is in final revision with the latest research data.  An in-service 
training for Extension Educators is scheduled on November 12, 2014 at the Fawcett 
Center, Columbus.  
 
If you have questions or comments, direct them to Greg LaBarge or Andy Londo.   

 
10. Top of Ohio EERA Update: 

‘Tis the season for Field Days and our Top of Ohio ANR Educators have taken advantage 
of that to further their expertise and to make connections with farmers-growers.  We were 
represented at Manure Science Review in Wayne County; the Weed Science and Western 
Agronomy Day at South Charleston; Manure Application Technology Day in Maria 
Stein, Precision Ag Day in Fulton County, Southwest Corn Growers/Fayette County 
Field Day in Washington Courthouse, and the North West Ohio Agronomy day in 
Hoytville.  In addition, Union and Champaign counties hosted field days on when to 
Spray Soybeans and Hops Production that also drew attendance from our group, Hardin 
County hosted a Fruit and Vegetable Walk, and Auglaize is preparing for a Cover Crop 
Demonstration Field Day in late September. 
 
Most of us are actively involved with Laura Lindsey’s “Identification of Soybean Yield-
Limiting Factors in Ohio” research project, having done soil sampling, leaf sampling, and 
scouting visits to the soybean fields involved.  We also have a consistent presence on the 



 
CORN call with four of the six educators online most weeks, and a couple having served 
as Editors.   
 
Some of the other activities that get us in contact with local growers and industry people 
include our Ag Breakfasts/Luncheons; involvement with various groups (cattlemen, dairy 
boosters, pork producers, Farm Bureau, sheep associations, garden clubs, etc.); advisory 
committee meetings; tillage transects with NRCS/SWCD and FSA; visits to individual 
farms; SWCD Annual Meetings; and various research activities in Darke and Hardin 
Counties.  Shelby County hosted the annual Chamber of Commerce Leadership Class for 
their Ag Day in June with visits to three farms in the county:  precision 
agriculture/agronomy, beef feeder, and a 1400-head dairy.  The importance of 
Agriculture to the County was highlighted by OSUE, SWCD, FSA, and a County 
Commissioner.   
 
Hardin and Shelby Counties have active Master Gardener programs; Hardin is planning 
for training this fall, Shelby will hold their training in the spring.  Shelby county MGs 
had a display and activities for kids at the Shelby county fair and also had the display at 
the Auglaize and Mercer county fairs.  Shelby county has been trapping for kudzu bugs 
(NONE so far – YEA!!), and has been involved with planning for the biannual Fall Farm 
Tour to be held in September and a Women in Agriculture Program in March 2015.  
Auglaize County is leading the way in planning a meeting for the Dairy Portion of the 
new Farm Bill to be held on September 3rd.  Union/Champaign is working on planning a 
National Waste to Worth Conference for April 2015. 
 
In addition, Top of Ohio is well-represented on the Ohio Ag Manager calls and the 
Agronomy Team and had a strong presence at the ANR Summer Meeting.  We meet 
semi-regularly to plan for programs and to share information.  Amanda Douridas was 
honored with an Achievement Award at the NACAA meeting.    
 
Of course, we all deal with those opportunities for “individual instruction” in our offices:  
custom rates, cash rents, hay prices, land values, pasture rents; insect/disease/and weed 
identification, rain barrels, tree problems, other horticultural issues; ag statistics, pesticide 
applicator certification process, appraiser information, SB 150; cover crops, spray drift, 
food-grade crops, moldy hay, interpreting soil test results; reimbursement for losses, right 
of ways and compensation.   A couple of us are taking advantage of Jackie Kirby’s “P&T 
Boot Camp” to learn more about how to report all that we do. 
 
Some of the individual activities by educators included a presentation of OSUE to a local 
community club (S), serving on the WSU Lake Campus Advisory Committee (D), doing 
local foods promotions (H), judging 4-H projects (H & S), a grant submission (C), Ohio 
State Fair (H), serving on the Local Emergency Planning Commission and its Public 
Information Committee (S), and planning for and being involved in Farm Bill meetings 
(D & M).  A number of educators write regularly for local print media; Shelby does a 
weekly radio program that is heard in Auglaize, Mercer, Shelby, Darke, and VanWert 
Counties.   
 



 
Of course, late July/early August are County Fair Season in this part of the world!  Most 
counties had some sort of display and/or activity celebrating the 100th Anniversary of 
Extension.  Mercer held an Ag Safety Day during the fair and all educators were involved 
with general public relations and other duties as needed. 
 
We will be saying “Good Bye” to John Smith, Auglaize County, at the end of the month.  
John is retiring after 35 years.  John, it’s Been Good!!  Thank you for all your Efforts and 
Support all these years!!  We’ll Miss You!! 
 

11. Team and Program Updates 
The Agricultural Safety and Health Team have a wide variety of outreach activities to 
curb agricultural injuries and fatalities through interactive programming. Results of 
various prevention efforts show agricultural fatalities have decreased from recent years 
with deaths on Ohio farms dropping from 34 in 2001 to 12 fatalities in 2012. Community 
safety programs are important components to help keep these numbers low. Here are a 
few ways to promote Ag Safety & Health around Ohio: 
 
National Farm Safety and Health Week is September 21 – 27, 2014. A daily news tip 
will be posted on the OSU Ag Safety & Health Facebook page each day of this 
commemorative week. Link your social media sites to this page for daily safety posts. 
 
SMV Celebrates 50 Years! Need a quick safety tip, display item, or OSU trivia fact? 
Check out the webpage highlighting the History of the SMV Emblem at 
http://agsafety.osu.edu/smv-emblem 
 
Farm SOS (Strategies on Safety) is a new curriculum packet and video clip collection 
that includes 12 different topics on ATV/UTV safety, tractor & equipment safety, 
livestock safety, and agricultural dusts gases and noise, and several more common topics 
for your programming needs. The kit includes promotional flyers, presentations with 
speaker notes, demonstration equipment, and evaluations. 
 
Agricultural Rescue Programs for farm communities as well as fire and EMT training 
includes topics on grain engulfment’s, machine hazards/entanglements, and first on the 
scene.  
 
Sun Safety and Skin Cancer Prevention Programs including the Dermascan units. 
 
Emergency Preparedness Training and Interactive Learning Resources for 
Agritourism Operations like educational farms, vineyards, u-pick operations, and other 
ag-related venues that invite the public onto their property. 
 
AgrAbility Programs and On-Farm Consultations to assist farmers and farm 
employees with physical and cognitive disabilities to remain productive on the farm.  
 
Safety Programs for Amish Communities including a new Pony Cart fact sheet on 
Ohioline, Driving safely in Amish country video (to play in B&B’s and tourist network 



 
channels), Buggy Driving Safety Curriculum, and Lesson Plans/Educational Activities 
for Amish Children to learn safety and health practices. 
 
Hazardous Occupations Safety Training in Agriculture (HOSTA) certifying youth 
ages14-15 to operate tractors and agricultural machinery.  
 
COMING SOON by the end of the year: Small Farm and Garden Safety Training 
Modules that includes 40 new factsheets and an interactive Power Point presentation 
tailored to equipment and small farm practices of CSA owners/employers, Master 
Gardener led programs, and other community garden volunteer managers. 
 
All of the programs and resources offered by our team are designed to meet the needs of 
your local agricultural community to enhance their quality of life. Contact us to schedule 
a future program in your area, ask a specific question program or share an idea. Our 
website is www.agsafety.osu.edu. 
 
Local Foods Signature Program                        
Congratulations and thank you to each of you who contributed your leadership or 
conducted programming as a part of the Local Foods Signature Program in its inaugural 
two-year cycle (2012-2014).   We will have the chance to continue our teaching, 
research, and service in this continually evolving area, as Local Foods was renewed as a 
Signature Program through 2016.   

Change in Program Leadership:                
Effective July 1, 2014 Kate Shumaker, Extension Educator, Family and Consumer 
Sciences, County Extension Director, OSU Extension Holmes County and Co-Leader of 
the Local Foods Signature Program stepped down from her leadership role with the Local 
Foods Signature Program.  We welcome Patrice Powers-Barker, Extension Educator, 
Family and Consumer Sciences and County Extension Director, OSU Extension Lucas 
County to the FCS Co-Leader role.  Thank you Kate for your service, contributions, and 
continued efforts with the Local Foods Program and leadership team.  Thanks Patrice for 
stepping in to a new leadership role! 

Local Foods Quarterly Networking Conference Calls           
The Local Foods Signature Program hosts quarterly networking conference calls.  Each 
call consists of a Local Foods Topic to address in the first hour and the second hour is 
dedicated to program sharing with those who are on the call.  The last call was held on 
July 10, and call notes were sent out on the all-extension list serve.  If you’d like a copy 
of the notes, please feel free to email Heather at neikirk.2@osu.edu .  Our next call will 
be held on Thursday, October 9th from 9-11am.  We hope you will join us and share 
what’s going on with Local Food projects and programs in your county or region! 

Regional Farm to School Conferences for 2014         
There are two remaining Farm to School Conferences to be held in 2014.  The Northeast 
Ohio Regional Farm to School Conference will be held in conjunction with the first 
annual Ohio Hunger Dialogue at Walsh University in North Canton, OH (Stark County) 
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on September 26.  Cost is $25 for the Farm to School Conference on Friday.  On-line 
registration ends September 15; mail-in registration ends September 19.  To register visit 
http://go.osu.edu/registerNEOregionalfarm2school   

The Central Ohio Regional Farm to School Conference will be held on October 24 
(World Food Day) at the Mid-Ohio Regional Food Bank in Grove City, OH (Franklin 
County).  Cost for the event is $30.  Deadline to register is October 17.  You can find 
more information about these events on the Ohio Farm to School website at 
http://farmtoschool.osu.edu . 

October is Ohio and National Farm to School Month         
Farm to School is one of the many programs that are associated with the Local Foods 
Signature Program under the Food and Community theme.  The National Farm to School 
network has a website dedicated just to celebrating Farm to School month.  Check out 
these links for more information: 

National Farm to School Network: http://www.farmtoschool.org/  

Farm to School Month: http://www.farmtoschool.org/about/farm-to-school-month  

Here’s an idea for celebrating Farm to School Month with your ANR program- Consider 
hosting a program on Direct Marketing to Schools for your local producers and use the 
Ohio Farm to School Program’s Selling to Schools recorded webinar and resources. You 
can develop more ideas and see the webinar at this link: 
http://farmtoschool.osu.edu/farmers/selling/ . 

CONGRATULATIONS and SAVE THE DATE!           
The Ohio Farm to School Program was recently awarded a USDA Farm to School 
Conference Planning Grant!  Mark your calendars for March 5, 2015 for the Ohio Farm 
to School State Conference at the Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau Ohio 4-H Center!  
To get involved or for more information on Ohio’s Farm to School Program, contact 
Carol Smathers, MS, MPH, Assistant Professor/Field Specialist, Youth Nutrition and 
Wellness; Ohio Farm to School Program Director at smathers.14@osu.edu.  

eXtension-Community, Local and Regional Food System Community of Practice 
This is another great resource for those of you interested in, wanting to learn more, or 
already working with Local Foods topics and issues.  OSU Extension’s Brian Raison is 
one of the national leaders of this group.  There are a large number of opportunities to 
network, develop programs, share your work, etc.  Check it out by visiting 
http://www.extension.org/community_and_regional_food_systems  

Don’t forget! Food Security Conference in Cleveland – September 29-October 1, 2014. 
http://comdev.osu.edu/news/national-extension-food-security-conference-coming-
cleveland-september-29-october-1  

NEW! ANR Extension in the City – Working Group – Open to all ANR Extension 
Educators.  Participate in monthly conference calls on the first Friday of the month at 
10:30am.  Contact Mike Hogan at Hogan.1@osu.edu to get the connection info. 

http://go.osu.edu/registerNEOregionalfarm2school
http://farmtoschool.osu.edu/
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Farm to Food Bank Resources – These resources provide a wonderful way to address 
food security issues locally, source food locally, and support community from an ANR 
perspective. 

http://www.wallacecenter.org/ 

http://food-hub.org/knowledgebase/farm-to-food-bank 

http://www.northwestharvest.org  

Growing Connections- A Resource Guide for Farm to Food Bank Strategies
 http://www.northwestharvest.org/growing-connections  

Grape/Wine Team 
The Team is comprised of state specialists, station managers, and Extension educators 
who deliver the following Extension programs: 1) annual “Ohio Grape and Wine 
Conference” held in Feb each year for the past 35+ years with 200-250 attendees (mainly 
commercial grape and wine producers); 2) contributing and publishing the “Ohio Grape-
Wine Electronic Newsletter” (OGEN) monthly and bi-weekly during the growing season; 
3) organizing and conducting state-wide workshops on grape and wine production; 4)  
conducting on-site visits for technical assistance and vineyard site appraisal; and 5) 
conducting research trials at commercial vineyards.  
 
In response to the severe winter damage to grapes caused by the polar vortex, an “Ohio 
Grape Winter Damage Task Force" has been formed with members in the grape team, 
industry stakeholders, state agencies (ODA, FSA, OGIC) and state associations (OGIC, 
OWPA). The main mission of this task force is to facilitate the recovery of vineyards in 
Ohio by pursuing the following objectives: 1) communicate updates on winter damage 
situation, 2) provide recommendation/advice to external groups (media, decision makers, 
etc), 3) organize educational/informational meetings open to all producers to keep them 
posted of current situation.  
 
 Actions by The Task Force include: 1) Letters sent to FSA Director, Steve Maurer, to 
assist the agency with the process of grape damage assessment and reporting; 2) A 
factsheet was produced to familiarize both growers and FSA field officers with grape 
damage caused by cold; 3) Vineyard tours/workshops were organized in northern, 
central, and southern Ohio to bring growers, FSA officers, and industry leader together to 
educate and communicate updates on vineyard status and current situation. Six vineyards 
were visited by nearly 80 attendees, half of them from FSA and Director Maurer attended 
all tours.       
 
Direct Food & Ag Marketing Team 
Team Website, Websites & Blog 
The team website and blog continues to grow as programs expand and new educators join 
the team. Team members also manage ohiomarketmaker.com – a statewide database to 
find local foods and data for farmers to make marketing decisions.  
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Curriculum Updates 
Rob Leeds is leading the effort to update the Maps & Apps curriculum for the team. A 
factsheet was submitted in February. The workbook is nearly complete. The program was 
funded by a NC Region Risk Management grant and is being updated for expanded use. 
Eric Barrett is leading the Agritourism Emergency Preparedness project, with a second 
round of funding from NIFA. A workbook is nearly complete along with videos and 
other materials to complete the project. The curriculum is already being used by other 
states. Emily Adams is leading the effort on curriculum for new food based businesses. 
Other small projects continue. 

 
Monthly Webinars  
The team focused on webinar presentations to open direct marketing programs to more 
food and ag clients across the state. To date, hundreds have attended the webinars with an 
even larger, nationwide audience watching the recordings on-line. OSU Extension staff 
can link their clients to the webinars through our website, here: 
http://southcenters.osu.edu/marketing/direct-marketing-webinars 

 
Presentations & Programs for 2014 
Ohio workshops and schools included two Maps & Apps workshops; the Hops Field 
Night; Ohio Master Urban Farmer Workshop Marketing Boot camp; OSU Strawberry 
Field Night; and several marketing presentations at county based programs.  Ohio 
conference presentations included the Midwest Ohio Produce Growers; Ohio Produce 
Growers & Marketers Conference; OPGMA Summer Field Day; Cincinnati Brew Week; 
Ohio Brew Week; Ohio Small Farm Conferences; OEFFA Conference; the West Virginia 
Small Farm Conference; the Ohio Farmers Market Conference; the OARDC Hops 
Growers Conference; and Ohio Brew Week. National presentations included a 
strawberry marketing program in Kentucky; an invited day-long workshop on agritourism 
emergency management in Tennessee; the Southern Illinois Specialty Crop School; the 
UK Farm and Family Night, National Value-Added Conference; and more. In addition, 
team members regularly guest lecture courses on main campus through CFAES and other 
colleges. 

 
Awards 
The team received the 2014 Farm Credit MarketMaker Innovation Award in May at the 
National Value Added Conference. 

 
Upcoming Activities & Events 
The team is hosting a statewide Direct Marketing annual meeting with our state agency 
and industry partners to plan upcoming research projects as well as winter programs and 
presentations. 
 
Dairy Working Group: The Dairy Working Group is an interdisciplinary team of 
Extension Educators and Specialists from Animal Science, Hort and Crop Science, 
Veterinary Preventive Medicine and AED Economics.  Anyone with an interest in the 
dairy industry is welcome to participate.  We meet face to face at least twice a year with 

http://southcenters.osu.edu/marketing/direct-marketing-webinars


 
conference calls providing an opportunity to meet, discuss and plan programming to 
address issues in between.  
 
Maurice Eastridge maintains the http://dairy.osu.edu website which is a good resource for 
educators for dairy-related information.  The latest postings feature resources for farms 
about the Dairy Margin Protection Program.  Maurice also edits and posts the Buckeye 
Dairy News every other month.  A call for articles is released a month prior to the 
deadline.  Articles are welcome addressing issues facing the dairy industry.  Educators 
receive a notice about new postings which they can forward to their dairy clients.  You 
can also submit client email addresses directly to Maurice to be included in the email 
notification list. 
 
The team is also developing and delivering the first 3 state-wide Dairy Margin 
Protection Program Workshops for dairy farmers.  These will be followed by county-
based programs coordinated by your EERA leaders.  A training for educators interested 
in learning more about the DMPP so they can assist their dairy clients will be held in 
September.   
 
Other activities/ projects include: a weekly column in the Farm and Dairy regional paper 
with rotating authorship, profit tips in the Dairy Herd Management magazine, updating 
the “15 Measures of Dairy Farm Competitiveness” bulletin and developing apps for use 
on smart phones related to the measures.  Last winter the team developed and delivered 
the 2014 Forage Production School in Darke, Morrow, Licking, Wayne, Mahoning, and 
Ashtabula Counties with plans to offer with an updated curriculum in 2015. 
 
If you are interested in being a part of the Dairy Working Group’s activities, please 
contact Dianne Shoemaker at shoemaker.3@osu.edu. 
 
FINPACK/ Farm Business Analysis: OSU Extension uses the FINPACK farm 
management software developed and supported by the Center for Farm Financial 
Management at the University of Minnesota.  These programs can be used for analyzing 
a farm business’s performance, identifying strengths and areas for improvement 
(FINAN), or for planning business growth and enterprise changes (FINLRB and 
FINFLO).  Many of our Educators have participated in FINAN and FINLRB training in 
the past 3 years. 

FINAN is used for the Ohio Farm Business Analysis and Benchmarking program.  This 
program has been rejuvenated in Ohio thanks to grants received through collaborative 
work with Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota and many other states.  In addition to the 
Ohio Dairy Summary and enterprise and benchmark reports for corn and soybeans, state 
summary reports will also include whole farm analysis information in 2014. 

This year, we have received two grants that will allow us to expand the program in two 
new directions.  Cornell and OSU Extension received a farm benchmarking grant that 
will allow us to provide additional, advanced training for educators to help their clients 

http://dairy.osu.edu/
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interpret and use the results of their business analysis.  Training will be held this winter 
for both Ohio and New York Educators.  We will be sharing the user-friendly input forms 
that we have been developing here in Ohio with Cornell’s educators. 

Many times, our farmers are very interested in business analysis, but find it challenging 
to come up with good financial and production data from the previous year to complete a 
credible analysis.  OSU Extension and Purdue received an NC Risk Management grant to 
work with farmers proactively – in other words, we will start at the beginning of 2015, 
teach participants about balance sheets and help them create a beginning of the year 
balance sheet at the beginning of the year.  We’ll continue the process through the year, 
focusing on collecting and organizing good financial and production data, and end the 
year with creation of the ending balance sheet, completing a financial analysis, and 
training on how to use the information to improve management. 

This opportunity will be available across the state, so think about what farmers, 
particularly younger and transitional farmers in your county, need and are ready for this 
opportunity. 

Contact Dianne Shoemaker if you are interested in working with any of these programs! 

Integrated Forage management Team:  Reporting information for team members; Rory 
Lewandowski, Mark Landefeld, Clif Little, Emily Adams, Chris Penrose,  Patty Dyer 
(June to August 2014). 

Date Activity Attendance Evaluation 
June 19 Hay Day, EARS 70 Yes 
July 10 Monroe Co. Grazing Mtg. 18 No 
July 11 OFGC Bus Tour organized by team NA No 
July 12 Sheep Day at Ray Farm NA No 
August 11 Train the Trainer workshop for OSUE-

NRCS & SWCD at the East Regional 
Office and EARS 

30 No 

August 14 Winter Farm Management-team 
presented use of winter annuals 

18 No 

August 18-23 Monroe County Stockpile Fair Display NA No 
 

Reporting members have also written for local papers, published newsletters and 
presented forage management related items at pesticide recertification.  They also 
regularly conduct Radio, and TV programs. 

Field Research          
McCutcheon & Lewandowski Replicated pasture study evaluating the effectiveness of 
Ryzup grass growth promoter product.  This study was done in cooperation with ATI.  
This study was also done in Ross County.  It involved applying 0.4 oz. of Ryzup product 



 
to 4 pasture plot blocks over 4 different dates and then tracking pasture mass beginning 1 
week after application through termination of the study.  Application dates were March 
31, April 7, 14 and 21.  The study concluded on May 22 with a strip of forage harvested 
from each plot.  Dry matter weights and forage quality samples were taken.  Preliminary 
analysis suggests little if any treatment effect.  Jeff McCutcheon is doing the statistical 
analysis of both the Wayne and Ross County locations.  Final results are not yet 
available. 

Little & Pye                
Wet Sol Project evaluated on mixed grass meadow,  2013-August, 2014.  A surfactant 
with reported properties to reduce compaction and increase forage yield.  10 plots (all 
randomly assigned T=treatment or C=control) 5 replicates of each. 

We evaluated forage nutritional changes as a result of the treatment for the two time 
periods in which data was collected for the variable.   2 forage analyses were conducted 
of all plots and looked at N%, P%, K%, Ca%, Mg% and DM yield for treatment and 
control. 

We collected soil compaction data blind, at multiple times prior to treatment and 
throughout the 2014-2014 growing season.  For the compaction (pounds per square inch, 
lbs/sq in),  we evaluated each compaction separately comparing  treatment and control  at 
each timeframe of measurement and at the various depths.   

Conclusion: There were no significant differences for these plots at a P=.05 for any of 
the variables evaluated.   

Penrose and Little             
SORGHUM-SUDANGRASS POTENTIAL FOR LIVESTOCK FEED AND BIOMASS 
PRODUCTION Presented at the 2014 NACAA AM/PIC in Mobile AL. 

Articles:                      
Penrose, C. and C. Little.  2014.  Sorghum-Sudangrass for feed and fuel.  Journal of the 
NACAA.  (7)1.  Available online at: http://www.nacaa.com/journal/index.php?jid=346 

Other forage related articles from the reporting team members appear in: Farm and Dairy 
All About Grazing Column, Extension Beef Cattle Letter, CORN newsletter, Ohio’s 
County Journal (OCJ), Forage team blog, OCJ, The Ohio Cattlemen’s magazine and The 
Ohio Ag Manager. 

12. NCR-SARE Announces 2015 Call for Research and Education Pre-proposals 
The 2015 North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
Program (NCR-SARE) Research and Education Grant Program Call for Pre-proposals is 
now available online at http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-
Programs/Research-and-Education 

http://www.nacaa.com/journal/index.php?jid=346
http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Research-and-Education
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NCR-SARE’s Research and Education (R&E) program supports sustainable agriculture 
innovators with competitive research and education grants. Individual grants range from 
$10,000 to $200,000. NCR-SARE expects to fund about seven to ten projects in the 
twelve-state North Central Region. 
 
NCR-SARE will be accepting online submissions for the Research and Education Grant 
Program using our online submission system. More information about the online 
submission system can be found in the call for proposals.  The deadline for Research 
and Education Program pre-proposals is October 23, 2014. 
 
For questions or additional information regarding the R&E Grant Program, contact Beth 
Nelson bethnelson@umn.edu. 

13. NC SARE Partnership Grant Opportunity           
The 2015 North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
Program (NCR-SARE) Partnership Grant Program Call for Proposals is now available 
online at http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Partnership-Grant-
Program.   

NCR-SARE’s new Partnership Grant program is intended to foster cooperation between 
agriculture professionals and small groups of farmers and ranchers to catalyze on-farm 
research, demonstration, and education activities related to sustainable agriculture.   
 
Individual grants are limited to $30,000. For the current year funding of the Partnership 
Grant Program, up to $200,000 of the partnership grant pool of $340,000 in funds is 
available for projects focused on cover crops and soil health. For consideration under the 
cover crops and soil health funding, applicants are asked to use cover crops and/or soil 
health in their project title and to make the topic of cover crops and/or soil health the 
main focus of the application. Other criteria for these applications remain the same. This 
special request for proposals on cover crops and soil health is made possible by a match 
of funds between NCR-SARE and the Harvest the Potential program of the Howard G. 
Buffett Foundation. For the remaining funds of $140,000 or more, other project topics 
appropriate to the NCR-SARE program will be considered for funding. 

NCR-SARE will be accepting online submissions for the Partnership Grant Program 
using our online submission system. More information about the online submission 
system can be found in the call for proposals.  The deadline for Partnership Program 
proposals is October 30, 2014. 

For questions or additional information regarding the Partnership Grant Program, contact 
Beth Nelson or Rob Myers at bethnelson@umn.edu or myersrob@missouri.edu 

14. NCR-SARE Announces 2015 Farmer Rancher Grant Call for Proposals  
The 2015 North Central Region - Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
Program (NCR-SARE) Farmer Rancher Grant Call for Proposals is now available. 
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Farmers and ranchers in the North Central region are invited to submit grant proposals to 
explore sustainable agriculture solutions to problems on the farm or ranch.  Proposals 
should show how farmers and ranchers plan to use their own innovative ideas to explore 
sustainable agriculture options and how they will share project results. Sustainable 
agriculture is good for the environment, profitable, and socially responsible. Projects 
should emphasize research or education/demonstration.  
  
There are three types of competitive grants: individual grants ($7,500 maximum), partner 
grants for two farmers/ranchers from separate operations who are working together 
($15,000 maximum), and group grants for three or more farmers/ranchers from separate 
operations who are working together ($22,500 maximum). NCR-SARE expects to fund 
about 45 projects in the twelve-state North Central Region with this call. A total of 
approximately $400,000 is available for this program.  

NCR-SARE will be accepting online submissions for the Farmer Rancher Grant Program. 
More information about the online submission system can be found in the call for 
proposals.  

Interested applicants can find the call for proposals online as well as useful information 
for completing a proposal at http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Types-of-
Grants/Farmer-Rancher-Grant-Program. You can find more information about 
sustainable agriculture at http://www.sare.org/ or take a free National Continuing 
Education Program online course about the basic concepts at 
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Courses-and-Curricula. 

Potential applicants with questions can contact Joan Benjamin, Associate Regional 
Coordinator and Farmer Rancher Grant Program Coordinator, at benjaminj@lincolnu.edu 
or 573-681-5545 or 800-529-1342. Applicants should also contact Joan Benjamin if they 
need a hard copy or an email version of the call for proposals. We make revisions to our 
calls for proposals each year, which means it is crucial to use the most recent call for 
proposals. 

The deadline for Farmer Rancher Grant Proposals is November 20, 2014 at 4p.m. 
CST.  

15. Journal of the NACAA Submission Deadline  
 

The deadline to submit an article to the Journal of the NACAA for publication in the 
December 1st, 2014 issue is September 15th.  Submissions must be received by midnight 
Alaska time (8PM EST).  The opportunity to publish in a recognized peer reviewed 
journal is one of the great benefits of membership in NACAA and is a fantastic way to 
improve your resume or curriculum vitae. 
 
Guidelines for authors can be found at:  
http://www.nacaa.com/journal/instructions.php. 
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The Journal of the NACAA accepts articles on research, case studies, outstanding 
programs and bright ideas.  If you have any questions or need help, contact journal editor 
Stephen Brown (scbrown4@alaska.edu). 

16. The Journal of Higher Education Outreach and Engagement (JHEOE) seeks 
scholars and practitioners to serve as peer-reviewers for research articles focused on 
community engagement issues in higher education.   Established in 1996, the mission of 
JHEOE is to serve as the premier peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary journal to advance 
theory and practice related to all forms of outreach and engagement between higher 
education institutions and communities.   
 
For faculty track educators and specialists, this is a good opportunity to not only increase 
your professional service activities, but will also increase your national reputation in your 
field.  This national reputation is important as you go for promotion to associate and full 
professor. 
 
If you are interested in serving as a reviewer for the journal's research section, please 
complete the Google form located at this link: 
https://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/forms/d/11WxZsgrTPYLNo4IhWZyazXGhlXrOb0an
U42ICd7QQzk/viewform?usp=send_form. 

  

17. The Land and Water Conservation Fund at 50: As Important Today as Ever:    
September 3, 2014, marks two important 50th anniversaries: the signing of the Wilderness 
Act and the establishment of the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Since President 
Lyndon Johnson signed both pieces of legislation in 1964, Americans in all 50 states, 
across thousands of rural and urban communities, have reaped the benefits of accessible 
outdoor recreation opportunities and protected natural areas. 
Together, these landmark pieces of legislation helped to usher in a new era for 
conservation. 
  
The Wilderness Act protects wild and scenic undeveloped land across the United States 
for the benefit of all. Today, the National Wilderness Preservation System includes more 
than 750 wilderness areas covering almost 110 million acres. 
  
The Act works alongside the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which supports federal, 
state and local governments in purchasing priority recreation and wildlife habitat lands 
and waters from willing sellers. Nationwide, the Land and Water Conservation Fund has 
supported over 40,000 state and local projects, protecting seven million acres of working 
forests and ranches, wilderness, and world-class recreational lands. 
  
For example, the Land and Water Conservation Fund helps to support an ongoing Forest 
Service purchasing program to acquire wetlands in the North Florida Wildlife Corridor, 
which provides freshwater supplies for nearly 20 million Floridians and Georgians and 
provides habitat for migratory waterfowl, bobcat, black bear and many species of 
threatened or endangered wildlife. The Fund helps to protect these natural resources 

mailto:scbrown4@alaska.edu
https://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/forms/d/11WxZsgrTPYLNo4IhWZyazXGhlXrOb0anU42ICd7QQzk/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/forms/d/11WxZsgrTPYLNo4IhWZyazXGhlXrOb0anU42ICd7QQzk/viewform?usp=send_form
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwOTAzLjM1NjEyMDMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDkwMy4zNTYxMjAzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDQ0MDQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9c21pdGguMTUwQG9zdS5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPXNtaXRoLjE1MEBvc3UuZWR1JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://blogs.usda.gov/2014/03/28/secretarys-column-our-nations-wilderness-yours-to-enjoy-and-protect/


 
while also benefiting local communities that depend on the 800,000-plus tourists who 
visit these public lands and waters each year. More than 40,000 acres within the 170,000-
acre wildlife corridor have been protected, thanks to the Fund. 
  
The Land and Water Conservation Fund achieves results while using no taxpayer dollars. 
Instead, the Fund uses earnings from offshore oil and gas leasing to help protect sensitive 
lands.  That’s good, but since its inception, the program has been consistently 
underfunded. A 2009 analysis by the Trust for Public Land indicates that that every dollar 
invested in land conservation through the Land and Water Conservation Fund creates $4 
in economic value—imagine what could be done if the Fund was used at its full potential. 
  
As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Land and Water Conservation Fund, we look 
back to successful conservation efforts, but we also look forward to the needs of growing 
numbers of Americans who want to enjoy America’s great outdoors. That is why 
President Obama has called on Congress to fully and permanently fund this important 
law so that even more can be done to ensure that future generations have protected and 
accessible places to play and that rural and urban communities can continue to benefit 
from the economic opportunity provided by proximity to premiere natural and 
recreational lands. 
 

18. Links to other interesting and useful information: 
New Guidelines reflect benefits of no till farming (From the Western Producer) 
http://www.producer.com/2014/08/new-guidelines-reflect-benefits-of-no-till-farming/ 

National Milk Producers Federation and clean water agencies collaborate on watershed 
improvement: 
http://www.agweb.com/article/nmpf_clean_water_agencies_to_collaborate_on_watershed_impro
vement__NAA_Jim_Dickrell/ 

Fertilizer rules aim to take effect despite business opposition: 
http://www.salemnews.com/news/business/article_02cc6080-5ba2-5397-ae03-
0a90baa2740c.html 

Small vs large, which size farm is better for the planet? 
http://www.salemnews.com/news/business/article_02cc6080-5ba2-5397-ae03-
0a90baa2740c.html 

How drones could limit fertilizer flow into Lake Erie. 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/drones-limit-fertilizer-flow-lake-erie/ 

EPA regional head and agriculture leaders talk water quality 
http://www.agprofessional.com/news/EPA-regional-head-and-ag-leaders-talk-water-
quality-274528921.html 

Iowa water assessment criticized. 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/green-
fields/2014/09/05/report-critical-of-iowa-other-states-nutrient-reduction-
efforts/15134641/ 
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Research probes climate’s impact on groundwater quality             
http://phys.org/news/2014-09-team-probes-climate-impact-groundwater.html 

US to spend $328 million on conservation easements 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory/us-spend-328-million-conservation-easments-
25357150 

Farm Policy Facts                                                       
http://www.farmpolicyfacts.org/ 
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