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1. Personnel Update 
Francisco Espinosa is retiring after more than 25 years of work with OSU and the state of 
Ohio.  Francisco, located in Lucas County, has concentrated on migrant labor issues in 
NW Ohio.  Congratulations on your retirement Francisco and best wishes for your future! 
 
Fairfield County ANR is pending 
 
Trumbull County ANR will be re-advertised 
 
Miami County ANR will soon be advertised 
Fayette County ANR will soon be advertised 
Auglaize County ANR will soon be advertised 
Champaign County ANR will soon be advertised 
 

2. Central State University Contact 
Any educator contacted by Central State University needs to refer them to Ken Martin.  
These contacts can include requests for information, requests to serve on advisory 
committees/councils, requests to sit and plan programs, etc.  We are doing this to ensure 
that we have consistent communication and interaction with CSU. 
 

3. Changes in Dairy Margin Sign-Up Deadline                                                      
GRAPEVINE, Texas, Oct. 29, 2014 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, speaking at 
the National Milk Producers Federation annual meeting, today announced extended 
deadlines for the dairy Margin Protection Program. Farmers now have until Dec. 5, 2014, 
to enroll in the voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill. The program 
provides financial assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the difference 
between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the 
farmer. 

"We want dairy producers to have enough time to make thoughtful and well-studied 
choices," said Vilsack. "Markets change and the Margin Protection Program can help 
protect dairy producers from those changes." 



 
Vilsack encouraged producers to use the online Web resource at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy 
operation. "Historical scenarios also can be explored to see how the Margin Protection 
Program would function should poor market conditions occur again in the future," said 
Vilsack. The secure website can be accessed via computer, smartphone or tablet. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) also extended the opportunity for public 
comments on both the Margin Protection Program and the Dairy Product Donation 
Program until Dec. 15, 2014. 

"USDA is committed to creating strong opportunities for the next generation of farmers 
and ranchers. When dairy producers bring new family members into the business, these 
changes could affect safety net coverage," said Vilsack. "If our current rules hinder 
intergenerational changes or if improvements are needed in these programs, then we want 
to hear from dairy producers." 

Comments can be submitted to USDA via the regulations.gov website at 
http://go.usa.gov/GJSA. 

The full press release can be found at: 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/d902da 
 

4. Blood Battle 2014.  
Bleed scarlet and gray? Come show your OSU spirit by donating blood at the College of 
Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences drive on Nov 6 from 9:30am-3:30pm at the 
Agricultural Admin Building.  Help us beat Michigan in the 33rd annual Blood Battle!  Make 
your appointment with the Red Cross today at www.redcrossblood.org sponsor code: 
buckeyes or 1-800-RED CROSS. 
 
For more information about blood battle and to check the score visit: 
http://www.redcrossblood.org/info/centralohio/ohio-state-vs-michigan-blood-battle-1982  
 

5. Team and Program Updates 
Woodland Stewards Program 
This year Woodland Stewards offered a wide range of workshops that were scattered 
around the state.  We added several new classes including partnering with Jim Doty 
(jimdoty.com) to offer a nature photography class.  If you are interested in learning to 
improve your nature photography skills Jim is an amazing instructor.  He is the author of 
‘Digital Photography for Dummies’ and is teaching a one day course for us and also 
teaches a multi-day course at Stone Lab in late summer.  We will offer another session 
with Jim in the spring – May 9, 2015 and fall – October 17th at Ohio State Mansfield. 
 
Another partnership we utilized this year was working with the Ohio Forestry 
Association to teach several chainsaw safety courses.  Employees from OSU Mansfield 
and OARDC Wooster went through one of these courses along with some of the student 
work force from Farm Science Review.  2015 will see us offering an advanced version of 
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chainsaw safety (CSAW Level II) along with the beginner’s level. 
 
One of the big projects that several of us are working on is taking place at Ohio State 
Mansfield.  The Mansfield campus consists of 640 acres with more than 600 of those 
acres in forest cover.  The Dean at Mansfield, Steve Gavazzi asked the School of 
Environment and Natural Resources for help ‘managing’ their wooded acreage.  Out of 
that request to the school has grown our ENR 4900.02 class using the campus for their 
may-mester class for field work.  The students have spent the past two years collecting 
data on the woodland acreage, the streams, invasive species, vernal pools and other 
unique features scattered throughout the area and putting management plans together.  
Out of the reports the students provided to the Dean emerged a concept for basing some 
natural resource education and research at the Mansfield campus.  The overall project is 
called the EcoLab at OSU Mansfield.  Woodland Stewards is participating in getting this 
project off the ground – bringing the Extension component to the EcoLab and working 
with SENR faculty to bring the research component to the site as well.  The benefit to the 
Woodland Stewards program is having classrooms that are fully wired and then being 
able to step outside the door and into the woods for more hands on education.  The ideas 
for demonstrations and research projects are endless.  The campus has a couple of 
auditoriums that can host larger meetings and the classroom setup allows for breakout 
sessions as well.  We will continue to grow the project in the next year.  Interested in 
participating?  Contact Kathy Smith for more information smith.81@osu.edu . 
 
The next meeting for the team is December 2nd at The Wilma H. Schiermeier Olentangy 
River Wetland Research Park.  (http://senr.osu.edu/research/schiermeier-olentangy-river-
wetland-research-park ) 
 
Sustainable Agriculture Team                                                                                           
The goal of the Sustainable Agriculture Team is to provide educational and professional 
development resources for Extension faculty and staff who are working on sustainability 
issues. A secondary goal is to work together on larger educational programs for clientele. 
The team defines sustainable agriculture as one which is economically sound, 
environmentally compatible, and socially acceptable.  By that definition, each of us 
addresses sustainability issues in our ANR programming! 

The Sustainable Agriculture Team conducts a monthly networking teleconference to 
discuss needs, joint programming, and make connections among Extension faculty/staff, 
research faculty, and with external partners and stakeholders such as OEFFA, NRCS, 
Ohio Farm Bureau, Rural Action, and others. 

Some of the programs which the Sustainable Ag Team has conducted recently include the 
following: 

Ohio Sustainable Ag Farm Tour Series – This series of two dozen farm tours held 
throughout the growing season in all parts of Ohio is a joint effort between OSU 
Extension and OEFFA and attracts several thousand participants each year.  Extension 
educators who conducted one of these tours in their communities in 2014 include Sabrina 
Schirtzinger in Knox County; Amy Stone and Lee Richter in Lucas County; Heather 
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Neikirk in Stark County; Brad Bergefurd at Piketon; Laura Tiu at Piketon; Mark 
Landefeld in Monroe County; Brian McSpadden Gardener and Kathy Bielek at OARDC 
in Wooster; and Mike Hogan in Franklin County. 

Small Farm Center at Farm Science Review – Each year the Sustainable Ag Team 
coordinates the Small Farm Center at Farm Science Review, which attracts thousands of 
Review visitors.  The programming at the Small Farm Center wax expanded this year and 
included 30 different hour-long programs taught by Extension educators from OSU and 
Purdue.  These scheduled programs attracted more than 800 participants this year. 

OSU faculty and staff who taught sessions at the Small Farm Center this year include: 
Gary Gao, Laura Tiu, Brad Bergefurd, Suzanne Mills Wasniak, Bruce Clevenger, Rob 
Leeds, Tony Nye, Jeff Fisher, Steve Culman, Jim Hoorman, Chris Bruynis, Eric Romich, 
Emily Adams, Mike Gastier; and Amanda Douridas. 

SARE Programs – Sustainable Agriculture Team Coordinators Alan Sundermeier and 
Mike Hogan also serve as State Coordinators for the USDA SARE (Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and Education) program, and provide support for SARE 
programming statewide. SARE programming includes in-service training for Extension 
faculty and staff, NRCS staff, and others; workshops and conference presentations for 
farmers; and resources and other professional development support for Extension faculty 
and staff. 

SARE also operates several grants programs for farmers, Extension faculty & staff, 
research faculty, and graduate students.   SARE coordinators provide assistance with 
proposal development for many of these grant programs in Ohio. 

To learn more about the OSU Sustainable Agriculture Team, contact Alan Sundermeier 
in Wood County, or Mike Hogan in Franklin County. 

Swine Educators Team                                                                                                         
A very successful Swine Ventilation Systems workshop was held at the Animal Sciences 
building on September 4th using the mobile ventilation trailer for hands on activities. 
There were 36 pork producers, consultants and veterinarians that attended from Ohio, 
Indiana and Ontario, Canada. Collectively they had management influence over 91,300 
breeding animals and over 1.1 million pigs marketed annually. Dale Ricker and Dr. Steve 
Moeller coordinated the workshop. 

Dr. Steve Moeller, Dr. Monique Pairis-Garcia and Dale Ricker attended the National 
Pork Board sponsored Swine Extension Educators Conference on September 29 – 
October 1st in Seattle, Washington. Presentations from the conference as well as past 
conferences can be viewed online at: 
http://www.pork.org/Resources/4842/2014SwineEducationInServices.aspx 

Dr. Steve Moeller and Dale Ricker are both active members of the Ohio Pork Council 
PRRS and PED virus task force and attended the most recent meeting on October 15th. 
The summer months have seen a reduction in outbreaks of PED virus and with the release 
of two new vaccines there is hope that this winter we will see fewer infected herds. A 
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website mapping system is being developed to help producers and veterinarians track 
disease outbreaks state-wide.  

Pork Quality Assurance Plus certification for adults and youth is ongoing year round. Dr. 
Steve Moeller and Dale Ricker are both PQA Plus Trainers and have certified 50 PQA 
Plus Advisors in Ohio which can in turn certify producers and complete site assessments 
on farms in Ohio. Transport Quality Assurance certification is ongoing year round for 
those that transport to packing plants and those that handle pigs on farms.  

A Livestock Mortality Composting Certification workshop is scheduled for November 
19th at the Putnam County OSU Extension Office in Ottawa and begins at 6:30 p.m. To 
register: http://porkinfo.osu.edu/content/educational-opportunities 

Mark your calendars:  

The Ohio Pork Congress – February 11, 2015 – Columbus  

The Ohio Swine Health Symposium – March 18, 2015 – Plain City 

The OSU Junior Swine Day – March 28, 2015 – OSU Animal Sciences 

Program agendas and registration information will be posted on: 

http://porkinfo.osu.edu/ 

Vegetable and Fruit Team 
Team Newsletter & Websites  
The team Newsletter and website updates continue to grow as programs expand and new 
educators join the team. Team members also manage http://vegnet.osu.edu/– a statewide 
database to disseminate research based fruit and vegetable updates and field updates for 
farmers to make production decisions and to alert of pest outbreaks. This newsletter is 
published and web site is updated weekly in season with Team members and growers 
writing articles and submitting crop updates.  
 
Presentations & Programs for 2014 
Ohio workshops and schools that Team members organized and/or presented at 
included High Tunnel Production Workshop and training at Piketon, Tree Fruit Pruning 
Clinics in Scioto and Mahoning counties, Ag Adventure Days youth education program 
in Scioto county, Ohio Paw Paw Growers Conference in Wilmington, Plasticulture 
Strawberry Field Night at Piketon, Aquaponics Webinar, Cover Crops Field Day at 
Piketon, Hops production symposium at Ohio Brew Week in Athens, Hops production 
field night at Wooster, Presentations and poster presentations at NACAA annual meeting 
in Alabama,  Hops Field Day and production workshop at Champaign county Extension, 
Hardin county Fruit and Vegetable twilight meeting in Kenton, Ohio Produce Growers 
and Marketers Summer Field Day and Tour in Canfield, Organic Vegetable Field Day 
partnering with Purdue University at Mason, Cuyahoga county Hops production 
workshop, Ohio Master Urban Farmer Workshop, Hops Field Day at Piketon, 
Congressional tour of fruit and vegetable research trials at Piketon, Hops harvester 
Demonstration and field day, Monthly First Friday grower tours of fruit, vegetable and 
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hops research trials at Piketon, several fruit and specialty crop presentations at the Farm 
Science Review, Fruit and Specialty crop posters at Farm Science Review Small Farm 
Center,  OARDC Muck Crops Field Day, OARDC Vegetable Crops Field Day, 
Blooming grove Produce Auction Grower update on high tunnels, New and Small Farm 
Conference in Wilmington, Southwest Ohio Fruit and Vegetable School in Morrow, 
Season Extension Workshop in Delaware, High Tunnel Workshop in Cleveland and 
Columbus, OSU OFFER Symposium in Wooster, OSUE Low/High Tunnel Workshop in 
Archbold, and several fruit and vegetable presentations at county based programs and 
during field days and farm tours.  
 
Ohio conference presentations included the Midwest Ohio Produce Growers; Ohio 
Produce Growers & Marketers Conference; OPGMA Summer Field Day; Cincinnati 
Brew Week; Ohio Brew Week; Ohio Small Farm Conferences; OEFFA Conference; 
Southwest Ohio Fruit and Vegetable School; the West Virginia Small Farm Conference; 
the OARDC Hops Growers Conference; and Ohio Brew Week; Miami Valley Gardening 
Conference in Dayton.  
 
National presentations included a strawberry marketing program in Kentucky; an 
invited day-long workshop on agritourism emergency management in Tennessee; invited 
presentations on Ohio strawberry, blueberry, fresh market tomato and hops research at 
the Southern Illinois Specialty Crop School; the UK Farm and Family Night, West 
Virginia Small Farm Conference; National Value-Added Conference; invited 
presentations at conferences, schools and workshops in Pennsylvania, Maryland, North 
Dakota, and programs held in East and West Africa. Team members also regularly teach 
and/or guest lecture undergraduate and graduate level fruit, vegetable and Ag engineering 
courses on main campus through CFAES and other colleges. 

Upcoming Activities & Events 
The team will be presenting at the OPGMA Conference in January, the Kentucky Fruit & 
Vegetable Growers Conference in Lexington, KY in January and will be hosting the 
National Annual meeting of the Great Lakes Vegetable Working Group in February at 
Wooster OARDC as well as winter programs and presentations. 
 
Fruit Position Update 
There is discussion that an Extension/Teaching position for fruit is being discussed 

6. With Persimmons, Patience Pays Sweetly (By Chuck Shuford, The Daily Yonder  
www.dailyyonder.com, last accessed on 10-29-14) 
October brings so many wonderful things. My woodshed is filled with a winter’s full of 
warmth. The hillsides, aflame with vivid colors, are as pretty as a mortgage paid in full. 
Post-season baseball reminds me each October that no matter how many games I see, I 
still haven’t seen it all. And October is Eat Country Ham Month – honestly, it is.  
But one of October’s greatest pleasures is the wild persimmon that I grew up with and 
that we have in abundance here in southwestern Virginia. Unlike the larger Asian 
varieties, our native persimmons are about the size of a quarter with up to eight seeds 
about half an inch long, are more nutritious and possess a more intense taste. 
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Persimmons are not popularly considered to be berries, but in terms of botanical 
morphology that is exactly what they are, as is the tomato. Some variety of the native or 
common persimmon is found from southern Connecticut to southern Florida; westward 
through central Pennsylvania, southern Ohio, southern Indiana, and central Illinois to 
southeast Iowa; and south through eastern Kansas and Oklahoma to the valley of the 
Colorado River in Texas. 

When ready to eat, the wild persimmon is very soft -- too ripe to be mass marketed but 
excellent to carry from field to kitchen.  Perhaps the fact that you don’t find these 
delicacies in super markets is the reason that they are often misunderstood. I have 
received comments such as “I have always considered persimmons as ornamental-- and 
that not very much”.  Most recently a friend wrote to me: “Persimmons are lovely. I just 
never knew what to do to make them edible!”  

 

Persimmons can be as tasty as an apricot, if they're ripe.  

The first thing to do to make them edible is to wait until they are fully ripened. By that I 
mean, have fallen to the ground and are soft -- squishy even. By then they have 
sweetened to a point that possums, raccoons, deer, wild turkey and some humans will 
stand under the tree and enjoy them raw. I relish eating them raw as I gather them. There 
is a widespread belief that the first frost is required to sweeten the persimmon, but frost 
has nothing to do with it.  Nor can you always judge ripeness by the color. To be safe, 
don’t pick them from the tree. Wait until they fall on their own or can be released with a 
gentle shaking of the limb. If you find them on the ground and they are soft, they should 
be sweet.  

Admittedly, there is problem with eating a wild persimmon before its time, and this may 
also contribute to questions about its gastronomic worth. An unripe persimmon is 
severely astringent, and this has been documented for at least 400 years. Writing in his 
Generall Historie of Virginia in 1624, Captain John Smith of the Jamestown colony 
wrote of the persimmon “If it be not ripe, it will draw a man’s mouth awrie, with much 
torment”.   



 
And I must add that the unpleasant experience doesn’t subside with the rapid removal of 
the persimmon from the mouth. It takes a few minutes for the astringent reaction to 
subside. I liken eating an unripe persimmon to spreading alum powder over the inside of 
my mouth. If you aren’t familiar with alum powder, it is used in the pickling process to 
remove water from the cucumber.  Feeding an unripe persimmon to an unsuspecting 
cousin from the city has been a tradition in rural areas, providing as much fun as snipe 
hunts. Perhaps a friendly Native American played the same trick on Captain Smith.   

In fairness to the persimmon, Smith finished his sentence with “but when it is ripe, it is as 
delicious as an apricot.”  I struggle with how to describe the taste to those who have 
never tasted one.  Like the apricot, there is a faint tartness and maybe a slight musky 
flavor, but it is richly sweet as well. I guess they just taste like persimmons.  

If you prefer not to eat them raw, there are many culinary options for persimmons. Native 
Americans and colonists used the persimmon to make breads, soups, beer, sweet 
puddings, cakes and candy. Dried persimmon seeds were ground to use as a coffee 
extender. The anglicized word “persimmon” comes from Algonquin dialects and means 
“dried fruit,” since the nutritious dried persimmon was a valuable winter food source.  Its 
biological name is Diospyros virginiana. In Greek, Diospyros means more or less, divine 
fruit or fruit of the gods.  The gods knew a good meal when they saw it.   

7. NCR-SARE Announces 2015 Farmer Rancher Grant Call for Proposals  
The 2015 North Central Region - Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
Program (NCR-SARE) Farmer Rancher Grant Call for Proposals is now available. 
  
Farmers and ranchers in the North Central region are invited to submit grant proposals to 
explore sustainable agriculture solutions to problems on the farm or ranch.  Proposals 
should show how farmers and ranchers plan to use their own innovative ideas to explore 
sustainable agriculture options and how they will share project results. Sustainable 
agriculture is good for the environment, profitable, and socially responsible. Projects 
should emphasize research or education/demonstration.  
  
There are three types of competitive grants: individual grants ($7,500 maximum), partner 
grants for two farmers/ranchers from separate operations who are working together 
($15,000 maximum), and group grants for three or more farmers/ranchers from separate 
operations who are working together ($22,500 maximum). NCR-SARE expects to fund 
about 45 projects in the twelve-state North Central Region with this call. A total of 
approximately $400,000 is available for this program.  

NCR-SARE will be accepting online submissions for the Farmer Rancher Grant Program. 
More information about the online submission system can be found in the call for 
proposals.  

Interested applicants can find the call for proposals online as well as useful information 
for completing a proposal at http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Types-of-
Grants/Farmer-Rancher-Grant-Program. You can find more information about 
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sustainable agriculture at http://www.sare.org/ or take a free National Continuing 
Education Program online course about the basic concepts at 
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Courses-and-Curricula. 

Potential applicants with questions can contact Joan Benjamin, Associate Regional 
Coordinator and Farmer Rancher Grant Program Coordinator, at benjaminj@lincolnu.edu 
or 573-681-5545 or 800-529-1342. Applicants should also contact Joan Benjamin if they 
need a hard copy or an email version of the call for proposals. We make revisions to our 
calls for proposals each year, which means it is crucial to use the most recent call for 
proposals. 

The deadline for Farmer Rancher Grant Proposals is November 20, 2014 at 4p.m. 
CST.  

8. Journal of the NACAA  
The opportunity to publish in a recognized peer reviewed journal is one of the great 
benefits of membership in NACAA and is a fantastic way to improve your resume or 
curriculum vitae. 
 
Guidelines for authors can be found at:  
http://www.nacaa.com/journal/instructions.php. 
 
The Journal of the NACAA accepts articles on research, case studies, outstanding 
programs and bright ideas.  If you have any questions or need help, contact journal editor 
Stephen Brown (scbrown4@alaska.edu). 

9. The Journal of Higher Education Outreach and Engagement (JHEOE) seeks 
scholars and practitioners to serve as peer-reviewers for research articles focused on 
community engagement issues in higher education.   Established in 1996, the mission of 
JHEOE is to serve as the premier peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary journal to advance 
theory and practice related to all forms of outreach and engagement between higher 
education institutions and communities.   
 
For faculty track educators and specialists, this is a good opportunity to not only increase 
your professional service activities, but will also increase your national reputation in your 
field.  This national reputation is important as you go for promotion to associate and full 
professor. 
 
If you are interested in serving as a reviewer for the journal's research section, please 
complete the Google form located at this link: 
https://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/forms/d/11WxZsgrTPYLNo4IhWZyazXGhlXrOb0an
U42ICd7QQzk/viewform?usp=send_form. 

  

10. Education Research International 
Education Research International, which is a peer-reviewed, open access journal that 
publishes original research articles as well as review articles in all areas of education. 
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Education Research International is published using an open access publication model, 
meaning that all interested readers are able to freely access the journal online at 
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/edri/ without the need for a subscription, and authors 
retain the copyright of their work. 
 
The journal has a distinguished Editorial Board with extensive academic qualifications, 
ensuring that the journal maintains high scientific standards and has a broad international 
coverage. A current list of the journal's editors can be found at 
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/edri/editors/. 
 
Before submission, please review the journal's Author Guidelines, which are located at 
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/edri/guidelines/. Manuscripts should be submitted 
online to the journal at http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/edri. Once a manuscript 
has been accepted for publication, it will undergo language copyediting, typesetting, and 
reference validation in order to provide the highest publication quality possible. 
 
 

11. Links to other interesting and potentially useful information: 
 
October Issue of the Buckeye Dairy News                                                                     
http://dairy.osu.edu, then click on Buckeye Dairy News.  

Why Leaves Change Color                          
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/pubs/leaves/leaves.shtm 

Food and Agriculture Policy Roundup from Cornerstone 
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=81d25de6-d147-4645-8823-
06c0086b1bd3&c=7176a100-75e4-11e3-97eb-782bcb740129&ch=7241e040-75e4-11e3-
985d-782bcb740129 

Ohio Agribusiness Association News and Notes 
http://associationdatabase.com/aws/OABA/ebulletin/view_mail/73392/227521 
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