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1. Personnel Update 
Crawford County ANR campus interviews will be on December 5. 
Champaign County ANR will switch from half time to full time on January 1. 
Trumbull County ANR will be re-advertised 
Miami County ANR will soon be advertised 
Fayette County ANR will soon be advertised 
Auglaize County ANR will soon be advertised 
 

2. Kudos! 
Congratulations to Kathy Smith on being elected a Fellow in the Society of American 
Foresters! 
 

3. Friendly RiV Reminder: 
As a reminder, your extension activities and impacts for calendar year 2014 need to be 
entered into RiV by January 15, 2015.  This date is important as the information pulled 
out of RiV at that time is used for mandatory federal reporting.   This date is firm for 
everyone in extension, from county educators to state specialists in departments on 
campus.  Please let me know if you have any questions or have concerns. 
 

4. Central State University Contact 
Any educator contacted by Central State University needs to refer them to Ken Martin.  
These contacts can include requests for information, requests to serve on advisory 
committees/councils, requests to plan and conduct programs, etc.  We are doing this to 
ensure that we have consistent communication and interaction with CSU. 
 

5. Changes in Dairy Margin Sign-Up Deadline                                                       
Farmers now have until Dec. 5, 2014, to enroll in the voluntary dairy Margin Protection 
Program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill. The program provides financial assistance to 
participating farmers when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed 
costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the farmer.  If you have questions or 
comments, contact Dianne Shoemaker or Chris Bruynis for more information. 
 



 
 
 

6. Tri-state Diversity Champion Award 
The Tri-State Diversity Conference’s goal is to network and link people and resources 
together in order to better integrate diversity into programs, policies, and practices for 
creating community well-being.  2015 theme “reThinking Diversity: Addressing the 
Cultural Shift in America” for more information go to our website 
at:   http://ces.ca.uky.edu/tristatediversityconference/  
 
Attached is the 2015 Nomination form for the Tri-State Diversity Champion 
Awards.  Please share with others. 
 
Nominations deadline is January 16, 2015.  Send nominations to Pat Holmes at 
holmes.86@osu.edu  
 
Both an Individual Award and a Team Award will be presented during the Tri-State 
Diversity Conference Luncheon on February 19, 2015.  Please nominate yourself or 
others for one of these awards. 
 

7. Team and Program Updates.  
Dairy Working Group 
The Dairy Working Group welcomes new co-workers interested in supporting Ohio’s 
Dairy Industry.  Our next conference call will be Tuesday, February 3rd from 9-10:30 am.  
Please contact shoemaker.3@osu.edu  for call-in information.   
 
The Dairy Margin Protection Program sign-up deadline is December 5th for your dairy 
farmers.  For last minute questions, you can direct your farmers to http://dairymarkets.org 
where they will find the decision tool and a vast array of other information to help them 
make decisions.   Others who can help answer questions include your EERA’s MPP 
Dairy program leaders, Cam Thraen, thraen.1@osu.edu and Dianne Shoemaker, 
shoemaker.3@osu.edu.  
 
Winter programs:  
 
Dairy Nutritionist Roundtables are being hosted by Bill Weiss at OARDC in Wooster 
on December 16, 2014, and by Denny Reithman in Mercer County on January 6, 2015.  
RSVPs are required. 
 
The 2015 Stored Forage Production School will be offered in an expanded webinar-
based format on January 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2015.  Host counties include Adams, Brown, 
Highland, Ashtabula, Coshocton, Greene, Licking, Monroe, Morgan, Monroe, Pickaway, 
Pike, Sandusky, and Wayne Counties.  Registration deadline is December 12th to allow us 
to get materials to all of the host sites before the first session. 
 
A Dairy Labor Management Conference is in the planning stages for central Ohio on 
March 3rd.  Watch for details. 
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Dairy Inservice/Tri-State Dairy Nutrition Conference – the Tri-State Nutrition 
Conference is held in Ft. Wayne, IN on April 20 – 22nd.  We are exploring the possibility 
of combining this excellent in-service opportunity with some additional educator in-
service.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 
FINPACK – Ohio Farm Financial Analysis and Benchmarking Program 
 
Need a good 20 or 30-minute farm management topic to teach at your winter 
programs?  We will have several available by January including crop cost of production 
and balance sheet topics.  You should be able to download, study and teach. 
 
Recruiting farms now to participate in Ready, Set, Go: Preparing Farms to 
Successfully Manage Risk.  In a nutshell:  many farms would like to participate in farm 
business analysis and benchmarking, but find it challenging to go back and collect all of 
the needed financial and production information “after the fact”.  Many have some but 
not all the detail needed.  
 
This North Central Risk Management Grant – funded program allows us to find and/or 
develop curriculum and tools to work with farmers through 2015, identifying and 
correcting shortfalls in their recordkeeping systems and working in “real time”.  For 
instance, they will prepare their year-beginning balance sheets in early 2015.   
 
We are collaborating with Purdue Extension on this program.  Excellent candidates for 
this program include crop, livestock and dairy farmers, new farmers, the younger 
generation in transitioning farms, farms considering growth, and farms that are feeling 
the need to really know and understand production costs (crop farmers!) 
 
When we finish in early 2016, participating farms will have completed their 2015 
analysis, and learned how to understand and integrate this treasure-trove of information 
into management of their farm. 
 
We are currently finishing up the 2013 Ohio Farm Business Analysis which has been 
delayed due to Farm Bill Education responsibilities.  There will be dairy and crop 
enterprise summaries, including benchmarking reports to share with your clients.   
 
Input forms for 2014 analysis are available to download in Word and pdf formats at 
http://farmprofitability.osu.edu  
 
FINAN training was held in conjunction with the Farm Management Inservice in 
October.  Seven people participated in training for the first time or refreshed their skills.  
We are currently training two additional people with strong farm management 
backgrounds via webinar 
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8. North Central Regional Center for Rural Development (NCRCRD) Seed Grant:    

The NCRCRD at Michigan State University announces a competition for seed grants 
aimed at enhancing the ability of Land Grant institutions to positively influence the 
quality of life in rural areas of the twelve-state North Central region of the United States. 
Priority areas for the Center’s work include: 

• Innovation diffusion for rural development 
• Sustainable communities 
• Leadership development 
• Entrepreneurial communities 

More complete descriptions of these themes are available on the Center’s web site at: 
http://ncrcrd.msu.edu/ncrcrd/what_we_do 
 
Grant awards may range from $5,000 to $25,000 each. Up to $144,000 will be awarded. 
The Center does not pay overhead or other administrative costs.  

Proposals are due at 5:00 p.m. Eastern time, January 28, 2015. Proposals received 
after the application window closes will be reviewed by the NCRCRD director only (not 
referees) and not considered for funding in this cycle.    
 
For anyone who has questions regarding submitting a proposal or the proposal process, 
we have scheduled two Q/A conference calls:  
 
⇒Thursday, November 20, 2014 at 11:00 AM-Eastern Time  
⇒Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 3:00 PM-Eastern Time   
 
To sign up and to receive the call in information, email soliz@msu.edu and indicate date 
you are registering for. Details, how to apply and all documents below can be found at 
http://ncrcrd.msu.edu/ncrcrd/grants  

9. The Magic of Misteltoe (adapted from www.TheHolidayspot.com) 
The lowly mistletoe has been one of the most magical, mysterious, and sacred plants of 
European folklore. It was considered to bestow life and fertility; a protection against 
poison; and an aphrodisiac.  
 
The mistletoe of the sacred oak was especially sacred to the ancient Celtic Druids. On the 
sixth night of the moon, white-robed Druid priests would cut the oak mistletoe with a 
golden sickle. Two white bulls would be sacrificed amid prayers that the recipients of the 
mistletoe would prosper. Later, the ritual of cutting the mistletoe from the oak came to 
symbolize the emasculation of the old King by his successor.  
 
It was gathered at both mid-summer and winter solstices, and the custom of using 
mistletoe to decorate houses at Christmas is a survival of the Druid and other pre-
Christian traditions. The Greeks also thought that it had mystical powers and down 
through the centuries it became associated with many folklore customs. In the Middle 
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Ages and later, branches of mistletoe were hung from ceilings to ward off evil spirits. In 
Europe they were placed over house and stable doors to prevent the entrance of witches. 
It was also believed that the oak mistletoe could extinguish fire. This was associated with 
an earlier belief that the mistletoe itself could come to the tree during a flash of lightning. 
The traditions which began with the European mistletoe were transferred to the similar 
American plant with the settlement of North America. 
 

10. Journal Information 
Publishing in peer reviewed outlets benefits all of us, and is a requirement for those in 
faculty track positions .  It not only provides peer review validation for the quality of 
your work, but increases the body of knowledge in your subject area, and helps to build 
your national and international reputation, which are important for promotion to associate 
and full professor.  Below is information on some journals which may be appropriate 
outlets for ANR activities and projects.  If you know of other journals, let me know so I 
can add them to the listing below. 
 
Journal of the NACAA  
The Journal of the NACAA is published online twice a year and accepts articles on 
research, case studies, outstanding programs and bright ideas.  Guidelines for authors can 
be found at:  

http://www.nacaa.com/journal/instructions.php. 

Journal of Extension 
JOE is a rigorous, peer-reviewed journal that brings the scholarship of university 
outreach and engagement to educators and practitioners around the world. Feature, 
Research in Brief, and Ideas at Work submissions undergo double-blind review, and 
Commentary and Tools of the Trade submissions are reviewed by the editor.  The journal 
is published on line 6 times a year. 

Guidelines for authors can be found at: http://www.joe.org/for-authors-submission-
guidelines.php 

The Journal of Higher Education Outreach and Engagement (JHEOE)   Established in 
1996 and published quarterly, the mission of JHEOE is to serve as the premier peer-
reviewed, interdisciplinary journal to advance theory and practice related to all forms of 
outreach and engagement between higher education institutions and communities.   
 
Guidelines for authors can be found at: http://openjournals.libs.uga.edu/index.php/jheoe 
 

  Education Research International 
Education Research International  is a peer-reviewed, open access journal that publishes 
original research articles as well as review articles in all areas of education. 

Before submission, please review the journal's Author Guidelines, which are located at 
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/edri/guidelines/. Education Research International 
currently has an acceptance rate of 9%. The average time between submission and final 
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decision is 35 days and the average time between acceptance and final publication is 29 
days. 
 
Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development 
The Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development is an online 
international, peer-reviewed publication focused on the practice and applied research 
interests of agriculture and food systems development professionals and scholars.  
Submission information can be found at: http://www.agdevjournal.com/  
 
Scientific Journal International 
Scientific Journals International (SJI) publishes peer-reviewed open-access journals for 
all major disciplines.   Those most relevant to ANR fields include: 
 
Journal of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Sciences 
Journal of Ecology, Ecosystems and Ecophysiology 
Journal of Forestry, Horticulture, and Soil Science 
Journal of Fisheries, Poultry and Wildlife Sciences 
Journal of Nutrition, Dietetics and Food Science 
Journal of Environmental Science, Policy and Planning 
Journal of Advertising, Public Relations and Marketing 
Journal of Business & Public Affairs 
Journal of Petroleum and Geosystems Science and Engineering 
Journal of Leadership, Management & Organizational Studies 
Journal of Entrepreneurship & Entrepreneurial Leadership 
Journal of Tourism, Travel and Hospitality 

Information on these, and all other SJI journals can be found at: 
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission.htm 
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