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1. Personnel Update: 

Welcome aboard Marcus McCartney!  Marcus is the new ½ time ANR educator in Meigs 
County.    
 
Welcome Aboard Julie Moose!  Julie will serve as the program assistant to the OSU Tax 
Schools and will work with Teresa on the ANR website.  Julie comes to us from OSU 
South Centers and will start on August 11. 
 
The PAT program has moved from Entomology to the ANR office effective July 1.  This 
is simply an administrative change, and won’t impact the function of PAT. 
 
As of June 1, Mike Hogan has moved from Fairfield County ANR Educator and County 
Director to Franklin County ANR Educator.  Congratulations Mike! 
 
County interviews will soon be held for Fairfield County ANR and campus screening 
interviews for Athens ANR.  Both are full time positions. 
 

2. MPHM Extension Associateship Students 
With funds provided by Keith Smith, Extension will be funding 3 extension 
associateships starting this fall semester.  These associateships are for students starting in 
the Masters in Plant Health Management (MPMH) program (http://mphm.osu.edu/ ).  
These students are: 
 
John Schoenhals: John has earned an AA degree from Hesston College in Kansas and a 
BS in Agriculture-Plant Pathology from OSU in May of 2014.  He grew up on a corn and 
soybean farm in NW Ohio and worked an internship with Agrigold Hybrids.  He is 
interested in tillage systems and new/niche crops. 
 
Elizabeth Roche: Elizabeth completed her BS in Agriculture-Plant pathology with a 
minor in engineering science in May of 2014 from OSU.  She has worked internships 
with the USDA-ARS weed science program at Fort Detrick Maryland and was a Borlaug-
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Roan intern in El Batan Mexico where she worked with Wheat Pathology.  She is 
interested in working in urban agriculture and agricultural engineering. 
 
Brian Kleinke: Brian has earned a BS in agriculture-Crop Science with a minor in plant 
pathology from Ohio State in 2013.  He has extensive experience working in a variety of 
positions in the horticulture industry, mostly in the Columbus Ohio area.  He is also a 
Pathogen First Detector with the National Plant Diagnostic Center.  He is interested in 
working with local foods and urban agriculture. 
 
During the 2014-2015 school year, these students will work with the ANR office on 
assorted projects, including ANR team projects and activities.  Through September, these 
students will be working on FSR related projects.  Starting in October, they will be 
available to the teams to work on publications, evaluations, program development, etc.  
The plan is to have them spend three, 10-week rotations with different teams during the 
fall the spring semesters.   
 
Team leaders, you will have a chance to request the students to work with your team for 
one of these 10 week periods.  Anne Dorrance is developing a form for you to submit 
requesting a student.  Please be thinking of projects/activities these students can do with 
your teams, and be on the lookout for this request form. 
 

3. NACAA AM/PIC Update 
The 99th NACAA AM/PIC was held in Mobile AL, last week.  Once again, OSU set the 
bar by giving 10% of all oral presentations and 15% of all poster presentations.  We also 
came home with a good percentage of the awards given.  Congratulations to the 
following for their Award Winning Performances: 
 

 National Communication Award Winners: 
Emily Adams, National Finalist Class #2- Published Photo & Caption 

Ed Lentz, National Finalist, Class #5-Personal Column 

Pam Bennett, National Finalist, Class #9- Video Recordings  

Chris Bruynis and David Marrison, National Finalist, Class #12-Web Site/Online 
Content 

Gary Gao, Jim Chatfield, Erik Draper, and Mike Ellis, National Finalists, Class 
#14-Bound Book. 

There are 14 communication awards categories with 4 national award winners each (1 
winner and three finalists).  It’s very impressive that Ohio received 5 of these national 
awards. 

 
  



 
In addition, three ANR educators received the following poster presentation awards: 

 
  Ed Lentz-2nd place for Applied Research 

David Marrison-North Central Region Winner for Applied Research 

Bruce Clevenger North Central Region Winner for Extension Education 

Congratulations to Mike Hogan for being sworn in as NACAA president for 2014-2015.   
 

I’d like to thank Ken Martin and Jackie Kirby-Wilkins for attending the AM/PIC.  Once 
again, we have good support from Administrative Cabinet for ANR programs and 
activities. 

 
Next year will be the 100th NACAA AM/PIC, which will be held in Sioux Falls SD.  I 
hope to see y’all there! 

 
4. Fertilizer Certification Training Update: 

The ODA currently is working on the rules for the agricultural nutrient law.  OSUE will 
be the sole provider of fertilizer certification training for the first three years, with 
programs beginning in winter 2015.    The ODA has developed a new fertilizer applicator 
form for use at meetings similar to the PAT recertification form.   Educators will be able 
to enter both fertilizer certification and PAT meetings for winter 2015 on the ODA’s 
website beginning October 1.   Your meeting information must be entered on-line by 
mid-November to have your winter meetings listed in the ODA’s mailed flyer.   
 
County Educators and field specialists will be meeting August 4 to discuss and plan for 
the fertilizer certification curriculum and educator in-service.   If you have curriculum 
suggestions, contact Greg LaBarge or discuss with your EERA representative to the Aug 
4 meeting (the Pesticide Safety Education Advisory Committee):  Eric Richer; Mike 
Gastier, Erik Draper, Debbie Brown, Mike Estadt, Rory Lewandowski, Tony Nye, David 
Dugan, Mark Landefeld.   
 
There are a number of program formats we can use, including : 
1. Adding two hours for fertilizer certification training (FCT) to the current 3 hour PAT 
2. Including  FCT in other programs, such as agronomy field days 
3. Have stand-alone FCT programs. 
 

As you plan for your county and EERA PAT programs, please note that we need at least 
2 of the PAT + FCT programs per EERA this coming winter and spring.  ODA knows 
that we can’t do all the FCT training in this manner, but two per EERA should be doable.   
Please work with your EERA ANR teams to make this happen.   

  



 
 

5. Farm Bill Training Programs Update: 
The 2014 Farm Bill contains some major changes that will require Ohio’s farmers and 
landowners to make highly educated decisions that will impact their potential 
profitability for at least the next 5 years.  OSU Extension is charged with leading the 
education efforts in Ohio.  Farmers will have to evaluate their options and make decisions 
in a short time period.  Decision-making aids and curriculum are in development by 
consortiums of land-grant universities to aid farmers/landowners in their decision-making 
processes. 

 OSU Extension must develop a system to reach Ohio’s farmers and landowners as 
quickly and efficiently as possible.   It is anticipated that OSU Extension will collaborate 
with Farm Services Agency to deliver farm bill programs in nearly every county in Ohio.  
Some programs may reach out to multiple counties.   Our EERA programming 
configuration will be utilized as the foundation of program coordination and delivery 
system, with one or more Educators assuming responsibility for their EERA program 
efforts. 

EERA Leaders can specialize in crops, dairy, or both subjects.  An EERA could have one 
person with a crop emphasis, and one person with a dairy emphasis.  If more than one 
person in an EERA is interested in crops or dairy, they can share the responsibilities. 
Extensive training will be held ensuring that we are delivering a consistent, quality 
message across Ohio.  Funds will be available to cover travel costs.  In addition, $1,500 
in cost share funds will be made available to the EERA leaders for this project.     

If you are interested, or have questions, please contact Chris Bruynis and Diane 
Shoemaker. 

6. Extension Culture Survey: 
This is a final reminder to take the Extension cultural survey.  This is an important 
regional study looking at the cultural changes occurring in Extension across the NC 
region.  If you have taken the survey, thank you.  If you haven’t, you have until August 1 
to take it (see link below).  It only takes 15 or so minutes to complete the survey. 
 
http://www.denisonsurveys.com/DenisonOCS?survey=OhioStateUniversity201405&pw=7190   
 

7. Links to other interesting and useful information: 
Plant Management Network Newsletter:  
https://www.magnetmail.net/actions/email_web_version.cfm?recipient_id=1035267268&messag
e_id=5627798&user_id=SCISOC7&group_id=1337927&jobid=20631694 
 
USDA greenhouse gas report: 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/c73234 
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USDA new veteran and minority farmer grants: 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/c6f9b4 
 

Farm Bill Crop Insurance Program Information 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/c6fcc8 

Webinar on Extension in the Intersection of Community Development and Health, 
Monday August 4, 3PM Eastern.  http://connect.msu.edu/ncrcrd    
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