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1. Personnel Update 
Ken Ford is the new Fayette County ANR educators starting February 23.  Welcome to 
OSUE Ken! 
 
Amanda Bennett is the new Miami County ANR Educator starting on March 9.  
 
Steve Prochaska, Field Specialist in Agronomic Systems, is retiring effective February 
28. Thanks Steve for all you’ve done for OSUE, and we all hope you enjoy your 
retirement! 
 
Auglaize County ANR county Interviews were on February 17.  
Union county ANR state interviews will be on March 4. 
Trumbull County ANR has been reposted with state interviews on April 1 
Hocking County ANR State Interviews will be on April 1. 
 
OSUE is beginning the process to hire new SE and SW Region Directors.  A Search 
committee chair has been named, and the position approval process for both positions is 
underway.  Stay tuned for further updates. 
 

2. Kudos! 
Congratulations to Marne Titchenell on being awarded the Ohio Forestry Association 
Outstanding Individual in Conservation Education Award! 
 
Congratulations to Joe Boggs on receiving the 2015 Award of Achievement “For 
Exceptional Dedication and Contributions” from the Ohio Chapter of the International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) at the Ohio Tree Care Conference earlier this month.  
 

3. Central State University Contact 
Any educator contacted by representatives of Central State University needs to refer them 
to Ken Martin.  These contacts can include requests for information, requests to serve on 
advisory committees/councils, requests to plan and conduct programs, etc.  This is being 
done to ensure that we have consistent communication and interaction with CSU. 



 
 

4. Team and Program Updates 
Small Farms Program 
The Small Farm program is off and running for 2015.  Currently we have two Small 
Farm Colleges (8 Week Program) taking place in Greene and Delaware Counties. 
 
Mary Griffith in Greene County has 55 participants.  This group is unique in the fact we 
have one couple from Indiana that actually has a farm in North Star Borough, Alaska (40 
acres).  Yes I said Alaska! Another participant has their farm in Tazewell, Va. The group 
represents 12 Ohio (residency) counties from as far as Pike county to the east and as far 
west as Indiana.  We also have at least five urban participants from the city of Dayton. 
Eleven of the participants do not have farms yet. Farm size ranges from 0 to 400 acres. 
 
The Delaware class sponsored by Rob Leads has 31 participants from six counties with 
the farthest traveler coming from Portage County. One participant owns their farm in 
Indiana. One participant does not have a farm.  Farm size ranges from 0 to 170 acres. 
 
These eight week colleges will conclude in late March/early April. 
 
The second part of the Small Farm Program is the Small farm Conferences. The 
“Opening Doors to Success” conference will be held March 13 & 14, 2015 at the 
Wilmington College Campus and the “Living the Small Farm Dream” conference will be 
held March 28, 2015 at the Ohio State University Shisler Center in Wooster. 
 
With the help of Rory Lewandowski (Living the Small Farm dream” Conference host), 
the two conferences have 56 educational sessions for participants to choose from.  Less 
than 10 of these programs will be repeated at each conference. 
 
Thanks to everyone in Columbus for the tremendous help in getting the conference 
information on the ANR website and Reg.-Online set up.  We also sent out over 800 hard 
copies of both events through the mail. 
 
Thanks also to the 30 plus OSUE folks who are teaching at one or all of these events 
(Colleges and Conferences). You can find all the conference details at the following: 
http://agnr.osu.edu/small-farm-programs/small-farm-conferences-and-trade-shows 
 
Please help in promoting these great events! 
 
OSU Beef Team 
The 2015 Ohio Beef Feedlot School was taught by Dr. Francis Fluharty on January 8, 15, 
22 and 29, 2015 at the Anderson Marathon Ethanol plant at 5728 Sebring Warner Road, 
Greenville, Ohio. The school was hosted by Mr. Sam Custer, the Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Extension Educator in Darke County, and was broadcast to Crawford and 
Morrow Counties, hosted by Mr. Jason Hartschuh and Dr. Jeff McCutcheon, respectively. 
The school focused on beef feedlot nutrition, maximizing profits by increasing feed 
efficiency and using byproducts to reduce feed costs. Forty-eight attendees were at the 
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Greenville, Ohio location. Responses to the EEET showed that the overall rating of the 
school was a 4.64/5.00. 
  
Topics covered included: 
•January 8 Ruminant Digestive Physiology, Rumen Function and Carbohydrates 
•January 15 Protein Digestion and Metabolism, Protein Sources and DDGs 
• January 22 Receiving and Growing Strategies for Calves Versus Yearlings, and     
Holstein Growing and Finishing 
•January 29 Methodologies to enhance Marbling and Feed Efficiency 
 
Agricultural and Resource Law 
The Agricultural & Resource Law Program’s Legal Webinar Series Continues.   
The following three live webinars remain in our "Ohio Food, Agricultural & 
Environmental Law Webinar Series."  There is no registration or fee for the webinars—
just log in at https://carmenconnect.osu.edu/aglaw.  Recordings of our previous webinars 
on Big Data and Drones, The 2014 Farm Bill and Introduction to Food Law are available 
on our website at http://aglaw.osu.edu. 

Friday, March 13, 1--2 pm EST 

Pollutant Discharges on Ohio Farms: Legal Issues & Practical Responses 
Chris Walker and Jack Van Kley, Van Kley & Walker LLP, Dayton/Columbus, Ohio 
Tom Menke, Menke Consulting LLC, Greenville, Ohio 

Friday, April 10, 1--2 pm EST 

Nursing Home Costs & Medicaid:  The One-Two Punch to the Family Farm 
Craig Vandervoort, Sitterly & Vandervoort Ltd, Lancaster, Ohio 

Thursday, May 14, 1--2 pm EST 

Rights and Remedies for Protecting Your Water Supply in Ohio 
Joe Reidy, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Columbus, Ohio 
Peggy Kirk Hall, OSU Agricultural & Resource Law Program 
 
Agronomic Crops 
First we want to acknowledge all the organization and effort put in by our AgNR 
educators across the state to deliver Fertilizer Applicator Certification Training (FACT). 
Your efforts are greatly appreciated. From the meetings we have been at the topics seem 
to be hitting a good mark with our clientele overall. Do not forget the report out process 
for all you are doing with FACT. Get both the reports to Pest Ed and through RiV in 
ASAP. It will be important for us to get full credit for you and the organization for the 
time commitment to tabulate the training success. The FACT effort is directly tied to the 
Signature Program “Nutrient Stewardship for Cleaner Water” being led by Sam Custer, 
Darke County. 
 
Interested in a focus on Agronomic Programming for 2015? Consider joining the 
Agronomic Crops Team. We operate as an open team with membership only requiring 
your desire to provide our Ohio cash crop producers with the information they need to be 
successful. Our next Face to Face Meeting will be March 26th from 9:30 am until 3 pm in 
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Columbus. If you are interest in joining the team please contact Harold Watters 
watters.35@osu.edu or Greg LaBarge labarge.1@osu.edu so we can add your name to 
team correspondence. 
 
One activity supported by the Agronomic Crops Team is On-Farm Research. Many of 
our members have found this a very rewarding experience working with a farmer on 
projects that test some of our agronomic practices on their farm in your county. Nutrient 
utilization, pest control, seeding rates and time of planting are just a few areas were 
projects have been done. With the technology on today’s farm, these projects have never 
been easier. The benefits include the local working relationships developed, development 
of a peer reviewed technical report for the project and data that can be shared at local 
meetings.  It is best to have a state specialist or field specialist work with you on the 
project design. A list of projects can be sent to you if you are interested. 
 
Some projects have financial support. If the project is soybean related, we have money to 
support 12 projects at $1250 each with $750 for the county educator and $500 for the 
cooperator from the Ohio Soybean Council. Steve Cullman, Soil Fertility Specialist is 
actively seeking sites for soil fertility projects and will provide sampling services. A list 
of Steve’s projects was in the 2015-3 issue of CORN 
http://corn.osu.edu/newsletters/2015/2015-03/2015-soil-fertility-on-farm-projects. Other 
financial support can be identified working with the state specialist or field specialist 
depending on the project research question. 
 
If you have any questions on the Agronomic Crops or On-Farm Research please contact 
Harold Watters or Greg LaBarge, Team co-coordinators. 
 
Direct Marketing Team 

The Direct Marketing Team has been busy delivering trainings and planning for coming 
events. Lots of exciting opportunities for educators to pass along to our farmers in Ohio! 

The team is excited that Christie Welch has assumed the Direct Marketing Team Leader 
role vacated by Dr. Julie Fox.  Christie continues to work to gather information and input 
for the direct marketing team members, partners, and stakeholders to develop a plan to 
continue moving the program forward.  If you would like to share ideas with Christie you 
can email her at: welch.183@osu.edu or call 740-289-2071 x. 234. 
 
Action Items for educators to share with clientele: 

 u.osu.edu/directmarketing  - Encourage direct marketers in your county to 
sign up for our blog to get updates on programs, events, articles, links to 
webinars and much more! 
 

 The free Direct Marketing Monthly Webinar Series continues.  In January 
Peggy Hall presented “Legal Aspects of Direct Marketing” and Rob Leeds 
and Eric Barrett presented “Marketing Lessons from the Super Bowl”.  The 
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schedule for 2015 is below and can be viewed by going to:  
https://go.osu.edu/lessons 

o Team members are assisting with planning the OPGMA Summer Tour, where 
several team members will teach sessions and lead guests through interactive 
evaluations/observations at farms in Wayne County on June 24. Farmers and Educators 
can register soon at: http://opgma.org  
 
o The team continues to work with the National Market Maker Network to enhance 
the Ohio Market Maker Program.  Farmers can sign up for FREE to promote their 
products and get marketing data to help plan their marketing strategies for the year. One 
new option for counties is the addition of a widget that can include local branding for a 
county local foods program.  If you county is interested in this option, please contact 
Charissa McGlothin at mcglothin.4@osu.edu 
 
• Activities & Events Completed 
o Team members taught a Marketing Boot Camp at the OPGMA Congress in 
Sandusky.  The session received good feedback and is in the planning stages to offer it 
again next year during the Congress. Team members participated in the conference and 
taught seven additional sessions throughout the two day run of the conference. 
 
o New team member, Mary Griffith joined Rob Leeds and Eric Barrett to do a Maps 
& Apps (mobile media marketing) session as part of the new Green Industry Short 
Course in December. 
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• Future Plans and Programming  
o The team is currently developing a Beginning Farmer and Ranch Development 
Proposal that, if funded, will focus on assisting beginning farmers to more effectively and 
profitability market their products which will lead to increased sustainability of beginning 
farmers.  The OPGMA is partnering with the team on this proposal and will assist in 
delivery of the training program. 
 
o Christie Welch continues to work with farmers markets in Ohio, including 
planning the 2015 Ohio Farmers Market Conference. 
 
o The team is working with the Local Foods Signature Program and partners to plan 
events, promotions, and a Proclamation from Governor Kasich for Ohio Local Foods 
Week which will be Aug. 9 – 15, 2015.  If you have events that will promote local foods 
in your counties or programs, please share that information with either Patrice Bowers 
Parker, powers-barker.1@osu.edu or Christie Welch, welch.183@osu.edu.  
 
o Rob Leeds and Eric Barrett will present two workshops in April at the Vermont 
Agritourism Conference. 

5. EERA Updates 
Heart of Ohio 
ANR Educators in the Heart of Ohio EERA have organized and taught the following programs. 
 
There have been twenty - eight programs with over one thousand participants in Pesticide 
Recertification & Fertilizer Certification classes held throughout January and February. 
Additional programs will continue through early March. 
 
Twenty - one Farm Bill Education programs have been held with 745 participants to date. There 
are additional programs scheduled in early March. Hundreds of individual consultations have 
been held in each of the county offices throughout the EERA. 
 
Several county offices are hosting 2015 Beef School.   
 
Articles have been published in Farm & Dairy (Wiseman).  
 
Delaware County is into the 3rd week of their small farm College - 37 participants. 
Rob just finished up the 2015 North American Farmers Direct Marketing Convention in 
Nashville Tn.  472 people overall, Rob lead a very diverse bus tour of 52 people from the US, 
Canada, Great Britain and Australia. 
 
In addition to the cumulative EERA program results reported above, Mike Hogan reported on the 
following programs: 
 
Urban Garden Academy – 36 participants 
Farm Business Grants Workshop at OEFFA Conference – 38 participants 
Master Gardener Booth at Columbus Home and Garden Show – 492 direct contacts 
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Urban Ag 101 Workshop (two locations)  – 66 participants 
Guest Lectured HCS 5306 – sustainable vegetable production – 38 students 
Master Urban Farmer Workshop Series – 10 week session, graduated 50 participants 
Developed Columbus Urban Ag Network 
Developed Franklin County Ag Agency Working Group 

6. Warner Grants Now Available 
The Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES) Sustainable Agriculture Team and Agroecosystems Management Program 
(AMP) are offering interdisciplinary grants to promote on-farm research in sustainable 
agriculture. This program is made available through the Paul C. and Edna H. Warner 
Endowment Fund established specifically for on-farm research in sustainable agriculture 
related to crop (agronomic and horticultural) and animal production systems, that are 
ultimately intended for human consumption. 

Sustainable agriculture is characterized by a state of balance between: 

• Practices and values that promote environmental stewardship and conservation of 
resources 

• Long-term economic viability of farms and rural communities, and 
• Preservation of the quality of life for farm families and support for rural communities. 

Research is intended to identify and publicize sustainable agricultural practices and systems 
that are profitable, socially responsible, energy efficient and improve water quality and other 
environmental concerns relevant to Ohio farmers. 

 
Grant Program Description 

 
Eligible Recipients:  Proposals must come from OSU CFAES faculty and extension 
personnel as principal investigators. Interested farmers, graduate students, and members from 
other agricultural or environmental organizations are strongly encouraged to contact OSU 
faculty and extension agents in their communities to suggest or initiate collaborative research 
projects.  A mandatory criterion is collaboration with farmers who are identified in the 
proposal. 

 
Eligible Activities: The program objectives are to research the profitability, energy 
efficiency, social consequences and environmental soundness of sustainable agriculture 
practices and production systems. Also, the program aims to help farmers solve problems on 
their own farms, possibly applying those principles to other farms as well.  Grants may 
include, but are not limited to the following areas: 

• enterprise diversification using traditional and non-traditional crops and livestock; 
• cover crops and crop rotations to improve nutrient efficiency and conservation; 
• conservation tillage and weed management, especially in the context of sustainable 

farming systems; 
• integrated pest management systems for insects, weeds and diseases; 
• livestock production and manure management systems; 
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• nutrient, pesticide, and sediment management systems that preserve water quality; 
• growing for and accessing greater marketing opportunities including season extension, 

direct marketing, adding value, and on-farm storage and handling of products.  

Project Funding: 
Grant awards are available to a maximum of $5,000 to fund supplies, transport costs, 
services, and labor.  Recent awards have been in the $2,000 - $4,000 range.  Funding is 
distributed through the OSU principal investigator, and is transferred to the OSU 
investigator’s chosen account as a reimbursement for documented project expenses. 
 
Grants are normally for one year. However, longer-term projects of merit may receive 
additional awards beyond the first year, contingent upon submission of an annual 
progress report and follow-up grant proposals. Lack of progress may result in the loss of 
continued support. Eligibility for future funding is dependent upon submission of a final 
report for a previous grant. 
 
Funding may not be used for capital expenditures or livestock purchases. However, fuel, 
seed, production inputs, and normal maintenance costs may be covered with the awarded 
funds. Stipends for graduate students and labor costs for farmers or undergraduate 
students may also be funded.  Funding for participation in professional association 
meetings or for travel to such meetings will not be provided.  However, travel for 
research purposes will be supported. 
 
Proposals are due Monday, March 3, 2015 
The entire proposal must be saved as a single pdf file and emailed to Matthew Porter, 
AMP Graduate Administrative Assistant, porter.801@buckeyemail.osu.edu .  An 
electronic signature will be accepted, or the signed cover page can be faxed to (330) 263-
3686. 
 
For more information, visit AMP's Warner Grant page and the Warner Grants RFP 2015. 

7. Beginning Farmer and Rancher Grants 

The Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program is currently accepting 
applications for the 2015 grant cycle. Applications are due March 13, 2015. 

Funding for the BFRDP program is authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill. The Farm Bill 
builds on historic economic gains in rural America over the past five years, while 
achieving meaningful reform and billions of dollars in savings for taxpayers. Since 
enactment, USDA has made significant progress to implement each provision of this 
critical legislation, including providing disaster relief to farmers and ranchers; 
strengthening risk management tools; expanding access to rural credit; funding critical 
research; establishing innovative public-private conservation partnerships; developing 
new markets for rural-made products; and investing in infrastructure, housing and 
community facilities to help improve quality of life in rural America. For more 
information, visit www.usda.gov/farmbill. 

8 
 

mailto:porter.801@buckeyemail.osu.edu
http://amp.osu.edu/index.php/warner-grants/
http://amp.osu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Warner-Grants-RFP-2015.pdf
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/beginningfarmersandranchers.cfm
http://www.usda.gov/farmbill


 
8. NC SARE Professional Development Program Call for Proposals 

The 2015 North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
Program’s (NCR-SARE) Professional Development Program Call for Proposals is now 
available online at http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-
Programs/Professional-Development-Grant-Program 

NCR-SARE’s Professional Development Program (PDP) provides funds for professional 
development projects that provide sustainable agriculture training to agricultural 
professionals and educators in the Cooperative Extension Service (CES), Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), other governmental agencies, and educators in 
the profit and non-profit sector serving the food and fiber system.  

Projects can be up to three years in duration, and funding level is capped at $75,000 total 
for each project, but projects requesting less than full amount are 
encouraged.  Approximately $675,000 will be available for funding projects. 

A special aspect of the 2015 NCR-SARE PDP call for proposals is that up to $450,000 of 
the total pool of funds is available for projects focused on cover crops and soil 
health.  More details can be found in the call for proposals.  Proposals on other topics 
relevant to sustainable agriculture will also be considered for funding. 

Any questions regarding the NCR-SARE Professional Development Grant Program 
should be addressed to PDP Regional Coordinator, Dr. Rob Myers at 573-882-1547 
or myersrob@missouri.edu  
The deadline for proposals is 4:00 pm CDT on Thursday, April 2, 2015. 
 

9. 2015 Engagement Scholarship Consortium Conference 
Proposals are now being accepted for the 2015 Engagement Scholarship Consortium 
Conference. This is a great opportunity to share your engagement work at a national 
conference. This year’s conference will be held at Penn State at the end of September. 
 
The deadline to submit a proposal is March 20. For more information about submitting a 
proposal and to read about Ohio State’s participation at last year’s conference, visit 
http://outreach.osu.edu/newslist-items/esc2015.html.  
 

10. Journal Information 
Publishing in peer reviewed outlets benefits all of us, and is a requirement for those in 
faculty positions.  It not only provides peer review validation for the quality of your 
work, but increases the body of knowledge in your subject area, and helps to build your 
national and international reputation.  That reputation is important for promotion to 
associate and full professor.  Below is information on some journals which may be 
appropriate outlets for ANR activities and projects.  If you know of other journals, let me 
know so I can add them to the listing below. 
 
Journal of the NACAA  
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The Journal of the NACAA is published online twice a year and accepts articles on 
research, case studies, outstanding programs and bright ideas.  Guidelines for authors can 
be found at:  

http://www.nacaa.com/journal/instructions.php. 

Journal of Extension 
JOE is a rigorous, peer-reviewed journal that brings the scholarship of university 
outreach and engagement to educators and practitioners around the world. Feature, 
Research in Brief, and Ideas at Work submissions undergo double-blind review, and 
Commentary and Tools of the Trade submissions are reviewed by the editor.  The journal 
is published on line 6 times a year. 

Guidelines for authors can be found at: http://www.joe.org/for-authors-submission-
guidelines.php 

The Journal of Higher Education Outreach and Engagement (JHEOE)   Established in 
1996 and published quarterly, the mission of JHEOE is to serve as the premier peer-
reviewed, interdisciplinary journal to advance theory and practice related to all forms of 
outreach and engagement between higher education institutions and communities.   
 
Guidelines for authors can be found at: http://openjournals.libs.uga.edu/index.php/jheoe 
 

  Education Research International 
Education Research International  is a peer-reviewed, open access journal that publishes 
original research articles as well as review articles in all areas of education. 

Before submission, please review the journal's Author Guidelines, which are located at 
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/edri/guidelines/. Education Research International 
currently has an acceptance rate of 9%. The average time between submission and final 
decision is 35 days and the average time between acceptance and final publication is 29 
days. 
 
Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development 
The Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development is an online 
international, peer-reviewed publication focused on the practice and applied research 
interests of agriculture and food systems development professionals and scholars.  
Submission information can be found at: http://www.agdevjournal.com/  
 
Scientific Journal International 
Scientific Journals International (SJI) publishes peer-reviewed open-access journals for 
all major disciplines.   Those most relevant to ANR fields include: 
 
Journal of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Sciences 
Journal of Ecology, Ecosystems and Ecophysiology 
Journal of Forestry, Horticulture, and Soil Science 
Journal of Fisheries, Poultry and Wildlife Sciences 
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Journal of Nutrition, Dietetics and Food Science 
Journal of Environmental Science, Policy and Planning 
Journal of Advertising, Public Relations and Marketing 
Journal of Business & Public Affairs 
Journal of Petroleum and Geosystems Science and Engineering 
Journal of Leadership, Management & Organizational Studies 
Journal of Entrepreneurship & Entrepreneurial Leadership 
Journal of Tourism, Travel and Hospitality 

Information on these, and all other SJI journals can be found at: 
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission.htm 
 
Citizen Science: Theory and Practice 
Citizen Science: Theory and Practice is an open-access, peer-reviewed journal published 
by Ubiquity Press on behalf of the Citizen Science Association. It focuses on advancing 
the field of citizen science by providing a venue for citizen science researchers and 
practitioners - scientists, information technologists, conservation biologists, community 
health organizers, educators, evaluators, urban planners, and more - to share best 
practices in conceiving, developing, implementing, evaluating, and sustaining projects 
that facilitate public participation in scientific endeavors in any discipline. 
 
For more information, go to:  http://theoryandpractice.citizenscienceassociation.org/ 

NACTA Journal 
NACTA Journal is published quarterly by the North American College and Teachers of 
Agriculture.  It is directed toward the scholarship of teaching and learning in agricultural, 
environmental, natural, and live sciences by presenting articles covering topics that treat 
all aspects of teaching such as methods, problems, philosophy and rewards at the college 
level.   
 
For more information, go to: http://www.nactateachers.org/journal.html 
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