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1. Personnel Update: 
 
County interviews have been held for Athens County.  Fairfield and Trumbull Counties 
have been advertised.  All are full time positions. 
 

2. Farm Science Review: 
As many of you know, FSR is September 16-18.  We’re always looking for volunteers to 
help out at OSU Central.  Contact Teresa to sign up! 

 
3. Central State University Contact 

Any educator contacted by Central State University needs to refer them to Ken Martin.  
These contacts can include requests for information, requests to serve on advisory 
committees/councils, requests to sit and plan programs, etc.  We are doing this to ensure 
that we have consistent communication and interaction with CSU. 
 

4. Nutrient Management: 
Plans for the nutrient management program are continuing.  There has been one 
significant change from what was announced earlier.  Previously, I asked that each EERA 
conduct at least two combined fertilizer certification training (FCT) and pesticide 
applicator trainings (PAT).  ODA is requesting that each PAT be combined with FCT.   
 
The reason for this is to get as many of our producers trained as quickly as possible.  I 
realize that this may be difficult, as many of your farmers have other jobs.  However, this 
is a requirement from ODA that we have to meet.  I know that a 5-hour training is going 
to be tough to pull off.  In addition, we can’t charge any extra for the training itself.  The 
producer attending both programs would do so for the regular charge of just the PAT.  
More information will be coming on this in the near future. 
 

5. OSUE Healthy Eating at Meetings Guidelines 
OSUE promotes and teaches about healthy lifestyles, including healthy food choices.  
One of the best ways to teach is by example.  As you organize meetings and other 



 
activities with meals, please do all you can to provide healthy choices.  For more 
information and ideas on how to provide healthier meals at meetings go to:  
http://extensionhr.osu.edu/resources/meetings/HealthyEatMeet Guidlines.pdf. 
 

6. Team Activity Updates 
Floriculture Team: For many floriculture greenhouse growers, summer is the slow 
season.  Not so for the Floriculture Industry Roundtable of the Midwest (FIRM) - aka 
Floriculture Team.  We have been active working to secure funding from the Gus Poesh 
Fund (American Floral Endowment), updating our directory, and organizing the second 
Floriculture In-service that will be held on Wednesday October 29 in the Cincinnati area. 
Starting in September, get ready for our monthly conference calls and greenhouse visits 
to evaluate the 2014 poinsettia crop.  

The OSU Extension Beef Team will be hosting an In-service for ANR Educators on 
Wednesday, September 3, 2014. We will plan on starting at 10:00 a.m. and ending at 
3:30 p.m. The in-service will be held in Room 212 of the Animal Sciences Building 
located at 2029 Fyffe Road in Columbus. The entire beef industry is currently 
experiencing dynamic change and historically high prices. These conditions will likely 
lead to Extension Educators fielding a greater number of questions from clientele about 
beef production. This in-service is designed to provide Educators of all experience levels 
an update about the OSU Department of Animal Sciences, a beef industry overview and 
economic outlook, and beef staff updates on a number of important production and 
management categories. The cost of the in-service is $15 per person which covers 
refreshments, lunch and a parking pass. Click the following link to register for the Beef 
Cattle In-service: http://southeast.osu.edu/eeras-counties/beef-cattle-inservice-090314-
registration . The registration deadline is Friday, August 29, 2014. The Beef Team hopes 
you can join us for this educational opportunity and looks forward to working with you in 
the future. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact John Grimes at 
grimes.1@osu.edu or by cell phone at 937-763-6000 or office at 740-289-2071, Ext. 
#242. 
 
The 2015 beef schools will be held on January 27 and February 10, and 24. More 
information on these schools will be forthcoming.  Dr. Francis Fluharty will be teaching 
the 2015 feedlot school on Jan 8, 15, 22, and 29 at The Anderson’s ethanol facility’s 
conference room in Greenville, OH. All of these schools will be broadcast to remote 
locations. 
 
Finally, make sure that producers know to sign up for the Beef Team Newsletter. The 
Newsletter is produced one per week, and has 2100+ direct subscribers. To access the 
newsletter, YouTube presentations, and Beef Team Web Site go to http://beef.osu.edu . 
 
Extension Nursery and Landscape Team: The 87th Ohio State University Green Industry Short 
Course. As many of you know, the Ohio State University Nursery Short Course, traditionally 
held with the Ohio Nursery Landscape Association in January has morphed into the 87th Annual 
Ohio State University Green Industry Short Course, now being held in conjunction with the 48th 
Annual Ohio Turfgrass Foundation Conference & Show. This will be of interest to your green 
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industry clientele and -  Registration is free for OSUE Educators, Program Assistants, and 
Specialists.    

The OSU Green Industry Short Course program is for the entire green industry, from landscapers 
to arborists, from nursery and greenhouse growers to landscape designers. There is also, of 
course, with the OTF link, a comprehensive turfgrass program, from lawncare operators to golf 
course and sports turf facilities.  Unlike in the past Short Courses, the program is also open to 
interested Master Gardeners.   

The three day program of educational themes includes presentations on fungicides from Janna 
Beckerman of Purdue to point-counterpointing on landscape, plant selection, and pest 
management issues with Jim Zwack of Davey Tree in Minnesota with OSU’s Tree Amigos of Joe 
Boggs, Erik Draper and Jim Chatfield. There will be a research summit. John Lloyd of Plant 
Health Care in the Twin Cities will hold forth on Prescription Organic Matter. Steve Foltz of the 
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanic Gardens will unleash the power of his Plant Places website. Pesticide 
and various horticultural certification credits will be available. Literally scores of talks, nested 
themes, and hands-on activities such as plant identification challenges. Not to mention the OTF 
trade show.  

The Short Course will be December 9-11, 2014. There is a conflict with the Extension Annual 
Conference, but register and come on days if and when you are able.  It will be held at the 
Kalahari Resort in Sandusky, Ohio. Not as central as Columbus, but the parking is a breeze, the 
meeting rooms, conventions site, and hotel rooms are first-rate, and it appears that there is a 
rather large swimming pool! 

Basically this is the OSU Nursery Short Course with the Ohio Turfgrass Conference all rolled 
into one. There will be a wide range of the latest research-based information for those with 
horticultural and agronomic interests.   

Registration materials (full three day registration is $210) and the final schedule will become 
available progressively in the next few months. Check out the Buckeye Yard and Garden Line 
(bygl.osu.edu) and www.osushortcourse.com and www.ohioturfgrass.org as the season 
progresses. Also, if you would like to become more involved in helping out during the program, 
let us know (travel expenses may be available as well).  

 
7. EERA Updates: 

The Miami Valley EERA has been very involved with many programs throughout the 
summer and many of us have already had our county fairs that take much of our time.  
Some of the current and upcoming programs for our EERA include the following: 
 
Adam Shepard (Fayette) and Tony Nye (Clinton) recently hosted the 2014 SW Ohio 
Corn Growers and Fayette Agronomy Club Field Day at the Fayette County 
demonstration farm for 375 producers.  Bruce McPheron PhD, Vice President for 
Agricultural Administration & Dean, The Ohio State University, was the Keynote 
Speaker.  Adam has also been taking care of research plots on the Fayette County 
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Demonstration Farm and took the lead in planning and coordinating  the South West 
Ohio Corn Growers and Fayette Agronomy Field Day held on August 12th 
 
Mary Griffith, ANR Educator in Greene County and the newest member to the Miami 
Valley EERA, will be hosting a CAUV meeting on September 2nd in cooperation with the 
Co. Auditor and the Greene Co. Farm Bureau. Greene County will also be hosting a Test 
your Water/Test Your Soil event in cooperation with the SWCD and the Xenia FFA on 
September 16th. 
 
Greg Meyer in Warren County will be hosting a New Master Gardener training starting 
on September 3rd. This training is open to any interested individual in the Miami Valley 
EERA. 
 
Cindy Meyer in Butler County will be co-hosting a Grazing and Pasture Management 
Workshop coming in October. This event is in cooperation with the local SWCD, NRCS, 
and Pheasants Forever.   
 
Gigi Neal in Clermont County conducted a Grain Bin Rescue Training on August 16 and 
17 in Owensville.  This event was hosted by the local Stonelick Fire Dept with numerous 
departments from the county attending. Gigi is also coordinating Annie’s Project 
activities for Ohio. 
 
Suzanne Mills-Wasniak in Montgomery County has been very involved with the “Vacant 
to Vibrant” Dayton Urban Agriculture Project supported in part by a $160,000 grant from 
the City of Dayton.  The goal is to turn vacant city lots into a viable economic model for 
urban food production.  Brad Bergefurd and Tony Nye are also involved in this grant 
project.  Suzanne has conducted a master Gardener Diagnostic Workshop in August and 
will conduct a Master Gardener Intern Program in September. 
 
Tony Nye in Clinton County was co-coordinator of the South West Ohio Corn Growers 
and Fayette Agronomy Field Day. Clinton County was a host sight for one of the 
statewide regional 2014 Farm Bill Meetings held on August 19th.   A Pasture and Grazing 
School will be held on 4 and 5 in conjunction with Clinton County SWCD, NRCS, 
Wilmington College and the Ohio Forage and Grassland Council. Tony is also giving 
leadership and starting to plan for 2015 Small Farm Programming efforts for Ohio. 
 

8. NCR-SARE Announces 2015 Call for Research and Education Pre-proposals 
The 2015 North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program (NCR-
SARE) Research and Education Grant Program Call for Pre-proposals is now available online at 
http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Research-and-Education 
 
NCR-SARE’s Research and Education (R&E) program supports sustainable agriculture 
innovators with competitive research and education grants. Individual grants range from $10,000 
to $200,000. NCR-SARE expects to fund about seven to ten projects in the twelve-state North 
Central Region. 
 
NCR-SARE will be accepting online submissions for the Research and Education Grant Program 
using our online submission system. More information about the online submission system can be 

http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Research-and-Education


 
found in the call for proposals.  The deadline for Research and Education Program pre-
proposals is October 23, 2014. 
 
For questions or additional information regarding the R&E Grant Program, contact Beth 
Nelson bethnelson@umn.edu. 

9. NC SARE Partnership Grant Opportunity 

The 2015 North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
Program (NCR-SARE) Partnership Grant Program Call for Proposals is now available 
online at http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Partnership-Grant-
Program.   

NCR-SARE’s new Partnership Grant program is intended to foster cooperation between 
agriculture professionals and small groups of farmers and ranchers to catalyze on-farm 
research, demonstration, and education activities related to sustainable agriculture.   
 
Individual grants are limited to $30,000. For the current year funding of the Partnership 
Grant Program, up to $200,000 of the partnership grant pool of $340,000 in funds is 
available for projects focused on cover crops and soil health. For consideration under the 
cover crops and soil health funding, applicants are asked to use cover crops and/or soil 
health in their project title and to make the topic of cover crops and/or soil health the 
main focus of the application. Other criteria for these applications remain the same. This 
special request for proposals on cover crops and soil health is made possible by a match 
of funds between NCR-SARE and the Harvest the Potential program of the Howard G. 
Buffett Foundation. For the remaining funds of $140,000 or more, other project topics 
appropriate to the NCR-SARE program will be considered for funding. 

NCR-SARE will be accepting online submissions for the Partnership Grant Program 
using our online submission system. More information about the online submission 
system can be found in the call for proposals.  The deadline for Partnership Program 
proposals is October 30, 2014. 

For questions or additional information regarding the Partnership Grant Program, contact 
Beth Nelson or Rob Myers at bethnelson@umn.edu or myersrob@missouri.edu 
 

10. NCR-SARE Announces 2015 Farmer Rancher Grant Call for Proposals 
  
The 2015 North Central Region - Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
Program (NCR-SARE) Farmer Rancher Grant Call for Proposals is now available. 
  
Farmers and ranchers in the North Central region are invited to submit grant proposals to 
explore sustainable agriculture solutions to problems on the farm or ranch.  Proposals 
should show how farmers and ranchers plan to use their own innovative ideas to explore 
sustainable agriculture options and how they will share project results. Sustainable 
agriculture is good for the environment, profitable, and socially responsible. Projects 
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should emphasize research or education/demonstration.  
  
There are three types of competitive grants: individual grants ($7,500 maximum), partner 
grants for two farmers/ranchers from separate operations who are working together 
($15,000 maximum), and group grants for three or more farmers/ranchers from separate 
operations who are working together ($22,500 maximum). NCR-SARE expects to fund 
about 45 projects in the twelve-state North Central Region with this call. A total of 
approximately $400,000 is available for this program.  

NCR-SARE will be accepting online submissions for the Farmer Rancher Grant Program. 
More information about the online submission system can be found in the call for 
proposals.  

Interested applicants can find the call for proposals online as well as useful information 
for completing a proposal at http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Types-of-
Grants/Farmer-Rancher-Grant-Program. You can find more information about 
sustainable agriculture at http://www.sare.org/ or take a free National Continuing 
Education Program online course about the basic concepts at 
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Courses-and-Curricula. 

Potential applicants with questions can contact Joan Benjamin, Associate Regional 
Coordinator and Farmer Rancher Grant Program Coordinator, at benjaminj@lincolnu.edu 
or 573-681-5545 or 800-529-1342. Applicants should also contact Joan Benjamin if they 
need a hard copy or an email version of the call for proposals. We make revisions to our 
calls for proposals each year, which means it is crucial to use the most recent call for 
proposals. 

The deadline for Farmer Rancher Grant Proposals is November 20, 2014 at 4p.m. 
CST.  

11. Farm Bill Training Programs Update: 
Planning for the farm bill programs is continuing.  We will be conducting these programs 
in conjunction with the Farm Services Agency.  It’s important that you know your county 
FSA personnel.  I encourage all county educators to talk to your county FSA office 
personnel about these upcoming programs.  This same message will be going to them 
from Steve Maurer. 
 

12. Journal of the NACAA Submission Deadline  
 

The deadline to submit an article to the Journal of the NACAA for publication in the December 
1st, 2014 issue is September 15th.  Submissions must be received by midnight Alaska time (8PM 
EST).  The opportunity to publish in a recognized peer reviewed journal is one of the great 
benefits of membership in NACAA and is a fantastic way to improve your resume or curriculum 
vitae. 
 
Guidelines for authors can be found at:  
http://www.nacaa.com/journal/instructions.php. 
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The Journal of the NACAA accepts articles on research, case studies, outstanding programs and 
bright ideas.  If you have any questions or need help, contact journal editor Stephen Brown 
(scbrown4@alaska.edu). 
 
 

13. Links to other interesting and useful information: 
 

Useful to Useable newsletter: 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=0dced7e9-44d8-4cdc-9cdf-
c3d97d537b96&c=a6b49c40-0943-11e3-8de6-d4ae529cde13&ch=a6b845c0-0943-11e3-8de6-
d4ae529cde13 

USDA Announces $25 million for agricultural entrepreneurs to turn commodities into value-
added products 

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/cad815 
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