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1. Personnel Update 

Madison County ANR county screenings were on June 29. 
 
Muskingum and Hocking County ANR state screenings were on July 1 and 2; county  
 screenings were held July 8 and 10th respectively.  
 
Danae Wolfe, ANR Educator in Summit County has accepted an Ed. Tech position, starting 
in August.  Thanks for all you’ve done Danae for ANR in Summit County and statewide, and 
we look forward to working with you in your new role! 
 

2. Kudos! 
The 2015 NACAA AM/PIC was held in Sioux Falls SD this week, and once again OSU 
reigns supreme!   OSU ANR educators gave 18 out of 100 (18%) oral presentations, 5 out 
of 37 (13.5%) applied research posters and 8 out of 79 (10.1%) extension education 
posters.  Thank you presenters for making Ohio stand out again among all 50 states. 
 
 Congratulations to the NACAA Achievement and Distinguished Service Award winners 
for 2015.  These awards are given for exemplary service to the organization in the first 
ten years of membership, and over the span of a career respectively.   This years’ 
recipients are: 
 
 AA:  Gigi Neal (Clermont Co.) and Mike Gastier (Huron Co.) 

DSA: Brad Bergerfurd (Scioto Co and OSU-SC) and Chris Bruynis (Ross Co.) 
 

OSU also did well in the NACAA communications awards competition with two national 
finalists and four regional finalists.  Congratulations to the winners listed below: 

Class #1-Audio Recording 
Ed Lentz- State Winner, North Central Winner and National Finalist  
 
 



 

2 
 

Class #2- Published Photo & Caption 
Curtis Young- State Winner and North Central Regional Finalist 
 
Class #4-Program Promotional Piece 
Beth Scheckelhoff & Gigi Neal- State Winner 
 
Class #5-Personal Column 
Pam Bennett- State Winner 
 
Class #6- Feature Story 
Eric Barrett- State Winner 
 
Class #8- Team Newsletter 
State Winner – Veg Net (Bergefurd, B.*1, Eric, R.2, Filbrun, B.3, Gahler, A.4, Gao, G.5, 
Gardiner, M.6, Harker, T.7, Hoeflich, M.8, Jasinski, J.9, Kleinhenz, M10, Kowalski, J.11, 
Landefeld, M.12, Lewandowski, R.13, Malinich, T.14, McGlothin, C.15, Miller, S.16, 
Scheckelhoff, B.17, Slaughter, R.18)  
 
Class #9- Video Recordings  
Alan Sundermeier & James Hoorman- State Winner, North Central Regional Finalist  
 
Class #10-Fact Sheet 
Peggy Kirk Hall-State Winner and North Central Region Finalist 
 
Class #11-Publication 
Jim Hoorman, Richard Hoorman, Rafiq Islam, Sarah Noggle, Alan Sundermeier and 
Curtis Young.- State Winner, North Central Region Winner & National Finalist  
 
Class #12-Web Site/Online Content 
Peggy Kirk Hall- State Winner 
 
Class #13- Learning Module  
Chris Bruynis, Bruce Clevenger, Eric Romich, & Larry Gearhardt- State Winner 
 
Class #14-Bound Book 
Pam Bennett & Maria Zampini- State Winner and North Central Region Finalist 

3. Hold the Date! 
The Annual Farm Science Review will be held September 22-24 at the Molly Caren 
Agricultural Center in London.  I encourage you to attend and participate in the Ohio’s 
largest extension event. 
 

4. Central State University Contact 
Any educator contacted by representatives of Central State University needs to refer them 
to Ken Martin.  These contacts can include requests for information, requests to serve on 
advisory committees/councils, requests to plan and conduct programs, etc.  This is being 
done to ensure that we have consistent communication and interaction with CSU. 
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5. Verbiage to ensure a landowner hosting an OSU program is insured. 
Please see below for verbiage that can be put on OSU letterhead that insures a landowner 
for hosting an OSU program.  Note that the letter should be signed before the program 
date.  This can be used for any landowner.  Municipalities should have their own 
insurance, what you see below is more geared for private homeowners and landowners. 
 
Dear [Landowner], 
 
Thank you for permitting participants in the Ohio State University Extension [Name] 
program to access your property for purposes of conducting a nature walk on 
[date(s)].  Should you know of any condition on your property that may be hazardous or 
that you wish the [Name] program to avoid, please let me know prior to [date of 
program].  In consideration for granting such access, you are hereby named as an 
additional insured on the Ohio State University’s program of insurance for purposes of 
this activity.  You may access evidence of our insurance information by going to 
http://u.osu.edu/treasurer/files/2014/09/The-Ohio-State-University_GL-Cert-14.15-B-
1kj3iu8.pdf.  
 
We appreciate your support of the Ohio State University Extension program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Educator]  

 
6. Department Update 

Department of Plant Pathology 
Summer is in full swing for the Department of Plant Pathology. The wet, warm weather 
has led to plant disease problems across the region, keeping our Extension teams busy. 

National society leadership.  On the national front, Sally Miller will become the 
president of the American Phytopathological Society (APS) in August.  Steve Slack 
continues his term as APS treasurer.  The APS Graduate Student Committee will be 
chaired by Anna Testen (Ph.D. student; advisor Miller) and the Nematology Committtee 
will be chaired by Ellie Walsh (Ph.D. student; advisor Chris Taylor).  Thomas K. 
Mitchell is the director of the APS Office of Education. Mitchell is also a recipient of a 
North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA) Educator Award.  
Monica Lewandowski serves on the APS Office of Public Relations and Outreach 
board. 

MPHM (see photo below).  The Master in Plant Health Management (MPHM) program 
added a new online option.  Among the first MPHM graduates, Mary Griffith is an 
Extension Educator in Greene County, and Jason Hartschuh is the County Extension 
Director in Crawford County.  Three MPHM Extension associates - Elizabeth Roche, 
Brian Kleinke and John Schoenhals - are in a program supported by Keith Smith and 
Andy Londo to train and mentor future AGNR Extension educators.  Anne Dorrance 

http://u.osu.edu/treasurer/files/2014/09/The-Ohio-State-University_GL-Cert-14.15-B-1kj3iu8.pdf
http://u.osu.edu/treasurer/files/2014/09/The-Ohio-State-University_GL-Cert-14.15-B-1kj3iu8.pdf
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(Plant Pathology) and Luis Canas (Entomology) are the MPHM Graduate Co-Chairs (for 
more information, visit mphm.osu.edu). 

Faculty position updates.  Ye Xia will join the department in Columbus this autumn as 
assistant professor in the biochemistry of plant pathogenesis and immunity.  A fruit crop 
pathologist search is underway to fill the vacancy left by Mike Ellis' retirement.  Plant 
Pathology will conduct a faculty search as part of the Infectious Diseases Discovery 
Theme hiring cluster.  Monica Lewandowski will assume the position of assistant 
professor of professional practice, focusing on teaching and outreach in plant pathology.  
Earlier this year, Brian McSpadden Gardener left for a position in industry. 

 

 

Pictured:  Jason Hartschuh, Elizabeth Roche, Renato Zardo, Luis Canas (MPHM co-
chair), Anne Dorrance (MPHM co-chair), John Schoenhals, Nicole Wright, Andrew 
Hofner and Brian Kleinke 
 

Ongoing activities of interest. Across Ohio, work is underway on plant parasitic 
nematodes in corn (Paul, Niblack) and soybean (Niblack, Dorrance), and virus surveys 
in wheat (Lucy Stewart, USDA ARS; Pierce Paul) and grapes (Feng Qu, Mike Ellis). 
Peg Redinbaugh and USDA ARS scientists have made important progress on maize 
lethal necrosis, which has caused devastating crop losses in eastern Africa.  Jason Slot is 
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using his fungal expertise to study the white nose fungus in bats, which has killed over 5 
million bats in the northeastern U.S. and Canada. 

Kudos 

• Horacio Lopez Nicora (Ph.D. student) - John M. Webster Outstanding Student Award, 
Society of Nematologists (highest student award) and a university Presidential 
Fellowship for his work on soybean cyst nematode and charcoal rot in soybean (Terry 
Niblack, advisor). 
 

• David Showalter (Ph.D. student) - OARDC Charles Thorne Memorial Associateship 
(emerald ash borer research) (Enrico Bonello, advisor). 
 

• Anna Stasko (Ph.D. student) - United Soybean Fellowship (Dorrance, advisor). 
 

• Sarah Williams (academic program specialist) completed a three-year term on the 
University Staff Advisory Council and continues to serve on the CFAES Advisory 
Council. 
 

• Anna Testen (Ph.D. student) - U.S. Borlaug Fellow in Global Food Security (Miller, 
advisor). 
 

• Ellie Walsh (Ph.D. student) - Ohio Soybean Council Foundation Scholarship (Taylor, 
advisor). 
 

• OARDC Annual Conference poster awards, all from C. Taylor’s lab - Rachel Medina 
(1st place, M.S.), Wenshuang Xie (2nd place, Postdoctoral), and Therese Miller (3rd 
place, Research Assistants/Associates). 
 

• Dayoung Lee (Ph.D. student) - Monsanto Beachell-Borlaug International Research 
Fellowship (Guo-Liang Wang, advisor). 
 

• Timothy Frey (Ph.D. student) - APS Storkin-Hanes-McCaslin Award ($10,000) for 
graduate research on soil pathogens (C. Taylor, advisor). 
 

• Shan Lin (Ph.D. student) - 1st place, student poster category, OSU Extension Annual 
Conference (fruit rot in winterberries) (Francesca Hand, advisor). 

 
  



 

6 
 

7. Team and Program Updates 
Ohio Conservation Volunteer Naturalists (OCVN) 
 
In August 2014 a strategic review of the program was conducted and this year we have, 
developed a plan to strengthen and grow the program, and address inconsistencies in how 
the program was administered across the state. As a result of that strategic review, 
significant changes have been made to the Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist program 
that will allow Extension Educators more flexibility in how they engage with the program 
at the county level. If you have been thinking about bringing the OCVN program to your 
county but have reservations about the associated time commitment, please read on. If 
you are new to OSU Extension and are not familiar with the OCVN program, you may 
want to jump to the last paragraph for a brief overview of the program. 
 
In the past, the OCVN program required all participants to become OSU Extension 
volunteers with all the associated background checks, paperwork, and oversight of 
volunteer service activities. This is still an option (we call this Option 2) for counties 
where it makes sense to have OCVN volunteers directly supporting Extension natural 
resource programs. However, we have also heard from many county Extension Educators 
who shied away from the OCVN program because they did not want to take on additional 
volunteers.  
 
For those county educators who would like to be involved in the program but do not want 
to take on more volunteers, there is now an option (Option 1) for you to host and 
coordinate the initial 40 hours of education required of all OCVN’s, while allowing a 
local partner organization (e.g., park district, nature center, arboretum) to assume the 
volunteer management responsibilities once the educational program is completed. 
Individuals completing the educational program and 40 hours of service will still be 
certified by the state OCVN office, but the local county Extension Educator will not be 
responsible for overseeing those service hours or any other aspect of managing the 
volunteers once they have completed the educational program.  
 
There is also a third option (Option 3) available in counties where the Extension Educator 
chooses not to be involved in the OCVN program at all, but where there is a partner 
organization (e.g., park district, nature center, arboretum) that is very interested in 
bringing the OCVN program to their county. In these instances, there is now an option 
for the partner organization to provide the 40 hours of education to individuals in their 
county in close collaboration with the state OCVN program leaders. The partner 
organization must meet a list of criteria, attend an orientation session, and comply with 
policies set forth by the state program leaders. Partner organizations will be able to offer 
the OCVN program without OSU Extension county office involvement if – and only if - 
the county Extension office is in agreement with this option. 
 
Where there is already an established OCVN program with involvement of an OSU 
Extension county office, the Extension office will have the opportunity to move forward 
under Option 1 or Option 2. The OCVN State Program will work with each county office 
to communicate with existing volunteers about any changes, as needed. Guidelines and 
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policies will be developed and communicated to partner organizations that are currently 
or would like to coordinate an OCVN program in the future without county OSU 
Extension office involvement. However, every effort will be made to facilitate OSU 
Extension county office involvement in planning and delivering the OCVN program. We 
will not provide support to partner organizations that are unwilling to work with a willing 
OSU Extension county office.  
 
In other OCVN news, on June 29 Joe Bonnell (OCVN Team Leader) and I attended the 
OSU Extension Assistant Directors and Regional Directors meeting to provide the 
Extension Administration with a progress report. We introduced the three options for 
OSU Extension county office involvement in the OCVN program, which was well 
received by the directors. We also identified three key priorities for the coming months, 
including a “Getting Started” section for our ocvn.osu.edu website for new coordinators, 
purchasing an integrated online system for recording service hours and issuing 
certificates to OCVNs, and developing a FAQ page.   
 
On July 7, we hosted an OCVN coordinator orientation for 9 participants including 
Extension Educators and representatives from park districts and ecological centers. We 
anticipate several new OCVN programs starting in 2015-2016.  During the training, some 
interesting ideas came up regarding how the OCVN program could serve as a bridge 
between the agricultural community and persons interested in environment and natural 
resources. One suggestion was to incorporate a farm visit into the OCVN educational 
program during the stewardship or ecology chapters.  The coordinator orientation 
addressed some of the program fundamentals such as identifying and working with 
potential partners, using a whole system approach when addressing the curriculum topics, 
promoting critical thinking, and the need to offer the right balance of field and classroom 
activities.  
 
What should county Extension Educators know about the OCVN program? The Ohio 
Certified Volunteer Naturalist program is an OSU Extension program managed out of the 
School of Environment and Natural Resources. Participants in the program complete 40 
hours of education covering a broad range of natural science topics, including, but not 
limited to, ecology, terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, stewardship, plants, mammals, 
insects, geology, nature interpretation, watersheds, and forests. OCVN is not intended to 
train volunteers for a specific park but many parks and nature centers see the program as 
a way to increase the capacity of their volunteers to support their education and outreach 
programs. Once the participants complete the 40 hours of education, they can obtain their 
certification by providing 40 hours of volunteer service in the first year after completing 
the education program and 20 hours of service each subsequent year, along with 8 hours 
of advanced education.  The state OCVN program leaders will oversee certification and 
re-certification through the OCVN website, where volunteers post their service and 
advanced education hours. To complete their service hours, individuals can volunteer in 
any location and for any organization they desire as long as the mission of the 
organization is compatible with the mission of the OCVN program and OSU Extension 
and the service falls under one of these four areas: 1) Interpretation/Education, 2) Citizen 
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Science, 3) Land Stewardship ,and 4) Program Support.  Political advocacy is not an 
allowable service activity.   
 
If you have any questions about the OCVN program, please contact me at 
baird.41@osu.edu 
 
Anne Baird 
Program Director 
OCVN State Program Coordinator 

Master Gardener Volunteers 
MGV Apparel Update- FINALLY!  After more than a year of working through the 
branding process and coming up with a preferred look for the MGV program, we have 
official t-shirts for the MGV program.  In order to get the best prices possible for our 
MGVs, we are going to sell the merchandise two times a year, spring and fall.  The per-
piece price will be cheaper if we combine all of the county orders.  In the future, a county 
could order at any time without having to go through the branding process for approval 
(these designs have been approved); however, the price per piece might be a little higher.  
We are going to try this method and see if we can get the best cost for our volunteers.  
We will have long sleeve t-shirts, sweatshirts, wind jackets, hats, mugs and much more 
on the fall order.  The company we are working with G&G is an official vendor and is 
working to set up a “store” for our counties to place their orders.  We will have samples 
on hand at the State Conference in August. 
 
MGV State Conference – Amy Stone and the Lucas County MGVs are hard at work 
planning for this annual event to be held at Maumee Bay State Park on August 28—29.  
Friday features tours of the area during the day, the evening is the annual MGV State 
Awards program and Saturday is jam-packed with educational sessions.   
 
MGV Training Speakers Needed – If you are interested in serving as a teacher for the 
MGV intern program (their first 50 hours of training) please contact Pam Bennett 
(bennett.27@osu.edu) as we are updating our list of Educators/Specialists who are 
willing to teach the MGV training program.  The sessions include botany and plant 
physiology, entomology, plant pathology, soils and fertility, herbaceous and woody 
ornamentals, fruits, vegetables and more and are all based on the MGV manual.  The 
sessions are usually in three hour segments.  There are quite a few powerpoints around 
the state that various teachers use if you don’t want to start from scratch.  Please let Pam 
know if you are interested and she will send you a form to fill out (your information, 
mileage charges, what you can teach, availability, etc.).  THANKS for your help.  One of 
the biggest benefits to our volunteers is connecting with OSUE professionals. 
 
Ask a Master Gardener Volunteers (AaMGV) - This special team of Master Gardener 
Volunteers (MGV) answered over 280 questions during the month May and June; 
representing over 60% of all of the responses to Ohio questions in the national eXtension 
Ask an Expert service.  MGVs from around the state are trained to provide timely 
responses to home gardening questions to free up Educators' and staff time so they can 
work with commercial clients and other community issues.  AaMGV also help counties 

mailto:baird.41@osu.edu
mailto:bennett.27@osu.edu
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who do not have an ANR Educator by responding to home gardening questions.  The 
AaMGV focus is on customer service and providing research-based responses within 2 
business days; ideally in less than 24 hours. 
 
During June the most frequently asked questions included: plant and weed identification; 
information on why their plant is dying; and identifying what insect is feasting on their 
plant and how to control it.  Historically, the highest number of questions is submitted 
during the summer months with August having the most questions in 2013 and 2014.  
 
The first year of rescreening of volunteers under Policy 1.50 (Activities and Program 
with Minor Participants) has been completed with 25% of Ohio Master Gardener 
Volunteers obtaining their fingerprint background checks.  To ensure all MGVs are 
familiar with how to report abusive incidents, a card outlining the procedure and 
containing local telephone numbers was provided in all counties.  
 
Shale Energy Work Group,  
The Shale Energy Work Group is a collection of OSU Extension educators, OSU faculty 
and staff, and agency representatives from Farm Bureau and ODNR that meet on a 
monthly basis to discuss issues related to Shale Energy Development. If you need more 
information the serc.osu.edu website has related fact sheets, recorded topics and other 
information developed by the group. 
 
Educational programs related on shale energy continue including water and 
environmental issues, pipeline issues and wealth management. Pipeline issues have been 
emerging not only in Eastern Ohio, but throughout the state. According to Dale Arnold 
from Farm Bureau, 60 of Ohio’s 88 counties are currently affected or will be affected 
with pipelines in the next year. If you see interest in your county for a pipeline program, 
please contact me. We have several educators that have developed excellent programs 
and are will to present for your clientele. 
 
I want to let everyone know that Myra Moss (Community Development Educator) has 
accepted to position to be co-leader of the Shale Energy Work Group with me. She fills 
the spot that I shared with Mike Lloyd. Mike retired on June 30. He will be missed and I 
wish him well in his new endeavors. 
 
I am pleased to announce that the Shale Energy Work Group will host an Energy 
Infrastructure in-service on Tuesday, October 27. The program will cover pipeline issues, 
financial management, landowner and community issues, leases, jurisdiction issues, 
storage and disposal well topics, and other concerns. These topics are affecting almost 
every county and educators are encouraged to attend. There will be financial incentives to 
have at least one educator from each EERA to attend so they can help provide education 
to local clientele. For more information, contact Chris or Myra.  
 
The Shale Energy Work Group meets on the last Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. on 
campus and if you are interested in attending or joining in remotely, contact Chris 
Penrose at penrose.1 or Myra Moss at moss.63. If you have issues in your county related 
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to leasing, development, pipeline issues, community or wealth management issues related 
to Shale Energy, please contact Chris or Myra. 

 
8. EERA Updates 

Western Reserve 
Well the summer is in full swing and with the 10+ inches of rain that fell in the month of 
June, the name of the game is disease prevention!  We are trying to recover some of that 
yellow corn that was lying in the low areas of fields by topdressing with urea.  When we 
have a rain-free period of time (rare this year so far!) many are trying to make hay… 
Something about making hay while the sun shines comes to mind!  With all of the 
moisture, those fields of grass hay have produced a tremendous crop but the big problem 
still remains being able to get into the fields to work them.  We are on the lookout for the 
onset of Sclerotinia stem rot (white mold) in the soybean crop.  In the horticultural world, 
the making (shaping) of a raised bed and covering it with plastic year, which helped to 
shed the rain, is the main reason that vegetable crops are doing so well.   
Check out the latest in NE Ohio crops from the Northeast Ohio Agri-Culture Electronic 
Newsletter found at: 
http://ashtabula.osu.edu/sites/ashtabula/files/imce/Program_Pages/ANR/Newsletter/July7
NEOhioAgENews2015.pdf 
Listed are some of the educational opportunities being offered in the Western Reserve 
EERA: 
 
- Forest Health: Non-Native Invasive Insects- July 23, 2015- This workshop will begin 
at 9am in the Cherry Room of the Donald W. Meyer Center located at Big Creek Park, 
9160 Robinson Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024.  Today's landowners are being faced with 
the challenge of numerous invasive insects either changing the way their woodland 
landscape looks or how they'll need to manage it.  This class will help landowners work 
through and learn how to deal with these invasive insects.  What do they look like?  What 
do they do?  What can the landowner do?  In the afternoon we will head outside to take a 
look at the woods and see what signs and symptoms landowners should be alert for to 
help them head off potential problems.  Contact: OSU Extension Geauga County office at 
440.834.4656. 
 
- Cover Crops Field Night- August 18, 2015- This workshop will start at 6pm and be 
held at the Todd Barnett Farm, on State Route 46, approximately 2 miles north of Route 
87.  Featuring Jim Hoorman, cover crop specialist and ag educator in Paulding County 
and Les Ober, Program Coordinator, Geauga County will share the how-to's of selecting, 
establishing and managing cover crop varieties, in addition to managing overall soil 
health.  Also a discussion will ensue on fertilizers, managing fertilizers by utilizing cover 
crops and developing overall soil nutritional quality and health.  Contact: OSU Extension 
Ashtabula County office at 440.576.9008. 
 
- Grape Growers Sprayer Calibration Demo & Field Night- August 27, 2015 at the 
OARDC Ashtabula Agricultural Research Station located in 1 mile west of Kingsville, 
Ohio on Rt. 84 in Ashtabula County.  Contact: OSU Extension Geauga County office at 
440.834.4656. 2 hours of ODA credit for CORE will be offered. 

http://ashtabula.osu.edu/sites/ashtabula/files/imce/Program_Pages/ANR/Newsletter/July7NEOhioAgENews2015.pdf
http://ashtabula.osu.edu/sites/ashtabula/files/imce/Program_Pages/ANR/Newsletter/July7NEOhioAgENews2015.pdf
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- Fruit Growers Sprayer Calibration Demonstration- August 28, 2015 at Sage's 
Apples and Fruit Farm located at 11355 Chardon Rd, Chardon, OH 44024.  We will 
demonstrate how to properly calibrate both an airblast sprayer and a boom sprayer.  We 
will demonstrate how to use water-sensitive paper to determine the efficacy of a spray 
application.  Based on the water-sensitive paper results, we will examine the patterns of 
dispersal and overall efficacy of our application of spray materials.  Contact: OSU 
Extension Geauga County office at 440.834.4656.  2 hours of ODA credit for CORE will 
be offered. 

Buckeye Hills 
The ANR Educators of the Buckeye Hills EERA have been busy over the last couple of 
months establishing a blog site for the collaborative sharing of information.  The main 
page features a running list of current and relevant topics that educators post to several 
times a week.  Additional pages highlight the educators themselves as well as upcoming 
programming in the area.  
 
The blog can be found at http://u.osu.edu/bhanr/ 
 
Please subscribe if you wish to receive an email update when new posts are added.  
 
The educators are also working together on some research plots at the Eastern Area 
Research Station and will be presenting their results at the grazing workshop, which will 
be held on October 24 from 10-2 at EARS.  
 
In other news updates from around the EERA include the following: 
Marcus McCartney – Meigs County 
 
As the academic school year ended, it also brought a closure to the school garden 
programs at two local schools.  The first school garden program consisted of 12 raised 
beds consisting of flowers, spinach, lettuce, summer squash, snap peas, cucumbers, and 
zucchini.  Classes were held in the garden over a six-week period, which were led and 
taught, by OSU extension and other partners in the county.  The raised beds in the 
gardens got off to a rough start due to the late frost occurrences and dry weather period 
during planting time.  Despite the slow start, the beds were looking great by the end of 
school and the students were able to consume some of the fruits and vegetables, which 
were grown.  The second school garden program consisted of growing cherry tomatoes 
from seed in a local high school’s greenhouse.  OSU extension taught all classes for this 
program over a five-week period.  The tomatoes did quite well.  Each student was able to 
take home two plants.  The students had the option to transplant the tomatoes in the 
garden or landscape at their home or keep them in the containers they were growing in as 
container plants.  A local farmer for the students to use and keep donated the large 
containers. 
 
Along with the school garden programs, 45 residents were assisted with questions 
concerning agriculture, horticulture, entomology, forestry, pest control, and pesticides 
over the last couple of months.  Twenty-three soil tests reports were also reviewed with 

http://u.osu.edu/bhanr/
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12 county residents.  Lastly, a pesticide certification test was held in the county for 
individuals wanting to obtain their pesticide applicators license. 
 
Mark Landefield – Monroe County 
 
Taught a session titled “Water Systems for Pasture Livestock” to 24 participants and 
coordinated the second meeting of the three part Grazing Management Workshop held in 
our EERA. Monroe County Quality Assurance meetings were held on four occasions to a 
total of 389 participants. Mark co-taught a session titled “Pipeline Easements and Right-
of-Way Agreements” with Clif Little at the Mid-East Career Center. GAP’s meetings 
were coordinated and a vegetable production meeting for producers in Monroe and 
Belmont counties was held with 22 producers present. Coordinated and taught 
information at our monthly Honey Bee meetings (3) here in the county. Authored an 
article for Farm & Dairy titled “For good spring and summer pastures, start early and 
stay ahead”.  Started a research project at EARS setting-up research plots for Managing 
Weeds Using a Bush hog and herbicides. Attend Mimi Rose’s Pesticide Advisory 
Committee meeting in Columbus. Take weekly forage growth measurements here in 
Monroe County and submit information to Jeff McCutcheon to be posted on the Forage 
Team’s website. Met with DMV Juliet Hanson to learn about IACUC protocols necessary 
for livestock programs at EARS. Hosted the SWD webinar in the Monroe County 
Extension office for producers to learn about the insect and methods of controlling it.  
 
Taught a session for Belmont County SWCD titled “Control Options for Ailanthus, 
Grapevines and Garlic Mustard” at Dysart Woods with 15 people attending. Coordinated 
a Pond Clinic at a local landowner’s farm and arranged for Eugene Braig, Program 
Director of Aquatic Ecosystems for OSU Extension to speak. Twenty-seven people 
attended. Met with the Monroe County Master Gardeners to promote gardening and local 
food programs, plan the summer agenda, and hold their annual Plant Swap. Taught 203 
participants facts about eastern wild turkeys, whitetail deer and eastern coyotes at 
Monroe County SWCD’s 5th Grade Field Day. Installed four SWD traps at local 
producer’s farms and monitor them weekly. Installed two sets of Brown Marmorated 
Stinkbug traps at local producer’s farms and monitor them weekly. Met with the 
Barnesville Area Feeder Calf Association members to provide information and 
plan/prepare for two fall feeder calf sales.  
 
Dan Lima – Belmont County 
 
In April, Village of Barnesville water protection plan meeting with County officials, Soil 
and water, Ohio EPA, and Extension was held. A plan was finalized this month and 
implemented. Quality Assurance training for 4-H youth participants was done in local 
school auditorium. Good Agriculture Practices training was held in Somerton (22 
people). With taxes fresh on everyone’s mind, a CAUV meeting with Extension, Soil and 
Water, Farm Bureau, and the Belmont County Auditor was organized to discuss the 
implications gas well pads on farm land enrolled in the CAUV program.  The main 
speaker was Larry Gearhardt, OSU tax specialist. Belmont County/Ohio County  
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Master Gardener Picnic was done for some cross state MG collaboration. Belmont 
County Help line kicked off (every Weds at 10-12). Farm Safety Day at Union Local 
Elementary School (700 students). XTO oil and gas company public relations board 
meeting and plans for construction on new ethane cracker in Belmont County (how it 
would affect the community). Final Quality Assurance training for 4-H youth was held in 
May.  
   
Taught Botany for Ohio County MG in June. Attended Oil and Gas Water Conservation 
Conference in Cambridge, OH. Young Ohio Farmers Belmont County Tour June 27. 
Feeder Calf Committee meeting June 30.  Dan was also on military duty for a week in 
June and continues his weekly radio show.  
  
Ted Wiseman – Perry/Licking County  
 
A fruit and vegetable crop meeting in conjunction with FSA on new options for 
producers was held.  They discussed Market Marker program and other marketing 
options, 12 producers were in attendance. Toured ATI cattle handling facility with 7 local 
beef producers. Monthly Professional Agrarian meetings average attendance of 25.  
Topics have included cover crops, and touring Timbuk farms. Fruit tree grafting class 
with Derek Mills of Hocking Hills Orchard was held, 7 participants grafted heirloom 
apple varieties. Quality Assurance Youth and Adult certification was offered and Ted 
assisted with three youth quality assurance and one adult Pork Quality Assurance 
programs, over 350 participants were in attendance.  
 
Conducted two gardening programs for local community garden project for 23 
participants.  Discussed soil health, plant diseases, insects and plant selection. 
 
Perry County Home and Garden Show is a two-day garden show with over 48 vendors 
participating along with Master Gardener plant sale.  Over 400 individuals visited this 
year’s show. Additionally, Ted taught two sessions and assisted with Real Money Real 
World simulation for local 8th grade students. Currently, Ted is conducting corn variety 
plot work at Ohio Foundation Seeds with 14 varieties from 5 different companies.  Also 
conducting Nitrogen fertilization work on two varieties. 
 
A local meats program for local health department employees was held and   Discussion 
included the process of purchasing meats locally and other issues.  The program 
concluded with question and answers. Mortality Composting program was offered along 
with Mark Mechling. Attended Transport Quality Assurance training and received 
certification. 
 
Finally, Ted has been participating in CORN conference calls, three county Agriculture 
Educator screenings and interviews, monthly television segment on WHIZ Zanesville, 
weekly radio segments WCLT 1430 Newark, monthly ag breakfast meeting, numerous 
phone calls and farm visits. 
Ed Brown – Athens County/ Interim Washington County CED 
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Athens County – It has been a busy spring and now summer has arrived. Each week has 
brought a new wave of homeowner questions with disease and pestilence all around. In 
addition, farms have been requesting site evaluations and growing recommendations. The 
Master Gardeners completed their spring volunteer training and have already begun to 
plan for next year’s classes. Work with the Buckeye Hills EERA continues with the 
launch of our new blog and twitter page along with plans for the fall field day. 
   
Washington County – The ANR program coordinator, Levi Morrow, has recently left for 
another position. The position for a full ANR Educator has been posted and will 
hopefully be filled in the coming months. Work will continue as Ed Brown from Athens 
County assumes the role of interim county director and Monroe County ANR Educator, 
Mark Landefeld, splits some of his time in assisting producers in Washington County. 
 
Chris Penrose – Morgan County 
 
Over the last few months, Chris has provided four Ag and Safety Awareness classes to 
over 650 elementary youth. Provided 6 ATV/UTV Safety programs to 148 4th grade 
youth. He also taught nine Quality Assurance programs to 185 youth and adults. 
Additionally, Chris was a speaker at Farm Bureau Workers Compensation meeting and 
dinner on Animal Handling to 80 participants. He taught forage topics at three beef and 
grazing meetings in Morgan, Monroe and Noble Counties. 
 
Furthermore, two lawn programs we offered as well as an insect program in the region. 
Lastly, Chris continues his weekly press releases in the Morgan County Herald and 
monthly live TV interviews. 
 
Breanna Pye – Noble County 
 
A pipeline meeting was held in conjunction with Mark Landefeld and Clif Little. The 
final installment of a 3 part grazing series was completed and ‘Plants Poisonous to 
Livestock’ was taught to 24 attendees.  The Noble County Master Gardeners hosted an 
Herb Garden Workshop (20 attended) and are planning another one for the end of July.  
 
In May, the Eastern Area Research Farm hosted Ag School Days, a program for local 3rd 
graders in which they learn about agriculture, conservation and the environment, over 
400 were in attendance.  Breanna has been maintaining gardens established around the 
community during May, including Noble Learning Center, a local daycare facility with 
funds from the Southeast Region Endowment.  The program is a joint effort with the 
Noble County Board of Developmental Disabilities, the Family and Children First 
Council and Department of Job and Family Services. There is also a healthy eating 
educational component, which is in collaboration with Lori Harris, the SNAP-ED in 
Noble County.  Participants come twice monthly to discuss their garden, learn about 
healthy eating options and preserving. Real Money Real World was also presented to 
over 60 10th grade students at Shenandoah High School.  Breanna had an appearance on 
WHIZ-TV Zanesville to promote the Rain Barrel Workshop that was coming up in June.   
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The rainy month of June included more work in the gardens.  Breanna also attended the 
VP Conversation on the Future that was held at the Southeast Region Office.  A rain 
barrel workshop was held in conjunction with the Noble Soil and Water Department.  
Each participant left the workshop with a fully constructed rain barrel.  I’m sure they’ve 
had no trouble filling it the last few weeks.  The last week of June Breanna served on the 
search committee to fill the Community Development position in Noble County.  
Breanna also continues her weekly news article in The Journal, monthly news article in 
Around the Square, monthly newsletter, occasional appearances on WHIZ-TV and local 
radio.  
 
Washington County  
 
Mark Landefeld is offering support to Washington County until position is filled.  
The ANR educators in the Crossroads EERA generally meet on a quarterly basis to get 
updates on current Extension news and happenings, highlight past programs, discuss 
programming needs, coordinate multi-county program efforts and hear reports about 
Extension teams from members involved in various teams.  At our last meeting in early 
July, educators were asked to highlight a couple of recent programs that had gone well, 
list one programming challenge and discuss how they used advisory committees in 
programming efforts. 

 One common program challenge repeated by various educators was low 
attendance at a program.  In most cases the program had been identified by clientele 
groups as a need, and the program had been promoted through media, website, newspaper 
columns and in some cases with targeted mailings.  After some discussion we had to 
conclude that every educator is going to face those programs that don’t draw as 
anticipated.  Just because a topic is identified as a need or interest will not always 
guarantee a good turnout.   Our clientele have increasing demands on their time and a 
one-time meeting date and location may not match up with their schedule.  Another 
reason that educators need to be using multiple formats to educate and reach out with 
information to clientele. 

Crossroads EERA 
 

Some program highlights from educators in attendance at our last EERA meeting include: 
 
Chris Zoller: Tuscarawas County 
Has continued to receive positive comments on the farm bill education meetings.  
Extension did a good job with these meetings. 
 
Clif Little: Guernsey County 
Pipeline easement meetings went well, evaluations indicated that meetings were helpful, 
and landowners were pleased with the information presented.  These meetings help the 
landowner to learn about lease agreements and what should be included in lease 
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agreements.  Clif has seen landowners sign some bad leases; this type of education is 
important and can make a big difference for the landowner. 
 
 Did a pasture walk as a follow up to a grazing school that had 18 participants.  Most had 
a low level of knowledge about plant identification, fencing and watering systems.  The 
pasture walk provided a format to show fencing, and water systems, and to identify 
plants.  Participants reported that they had gained knowledge and skills by attending. 
Was involved in a multi-agency sponsored Ag school day where all the 2nd grade 
students in the county participated.  The format is fifteen, 15 minute stations at EARS in 
Belle Valley.   Even in a rural county, for many of the students this provides an 
opportunity for a positive first time experience and exposure to Ag and NR. 
 
Emily Adams: Coshocton County 
One program that went well was as series of community conversations for United Way 
that used OSU Extension to facilitate. 90 people participated, in the sessions that 
identified community concerns.  Emily wrote a final report with results and in the process 
of facilitating the meetings and writing the report, learned a lot about the community. 
 
Sandy Smith: Carroll County 
One program highlight has been the Backyard Food Production classes.  Generally 30-40 
people attend every month, this is a cooperative effort between Extension, SWCD, 
NRCS, with some funding provided by Farm Bureau 
 
Heather Neikirk: Stark County 
Program highlight: beginning level grazing school that was a joint NRCS and Extension 
effort, 20 attended.  It was a good program; level of knowledge among the participants 
coming in was low, so participants really appreciated what was taught. Did a field day 
after the program, and the local transit authority supplied transportation, and Farm bureau 
provided breakfast at the field day gathering point.   
 
Heather is working with a community garden coalition in Massillon, the city parks and 
recreation department created 4 community gardens, and Extension master gardeners 
offer an education series for the gardeners. 
 
Gary Graham: Holmes County 
Successful programs: Did an indoor pond clinic program and had good attendance. 
Maple Syrup: there are now new maple syrup grades, Gary is visiting with producers and 
answering questions from clientele about maple syrup and the new grades.  There 
currently is lots of growth in maple industry but there are only a few maple specialists in 
the whole country to help clientele. 
 
Rory Lewandowski: Wayne County 
IPM crop scouting program is going well, there are 3 full-time scouts and one part-time.  
Scouts are receiving positive comments about helping producers and the information that 
is provided. 
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Field plots and trials: P rate study on corn, 3 farmer cooperators in the soybean yield 
factors survey, and a Warner grant funded study on the foliar application of humic acid to 
alfalfa that involves 2 farms. 

 
9. Journal Information 

Publishing in peer reviewed outlets benefits all of us, and is a requirement for those in 
faculty positions.  It not only provides peer review validation for the quality of your 
work, but increases the body of knowledge in your subject area, and helps to build your 
national and international reputation.  That reputation is important for promotion to 
associate and full professor.  Below is information on some journals which may be 
appropriate outlets for ANR activities and projects.  If you know of other journals, let me 
know so I can add them to the listing below. 
 
Journal of the NACAA  
The Journal of the NACAA is published online twice a year and accepts articles on 
research, case studies, outstanding programs and bright ideas.  Guidelines for authors can 
be found at:  

http://www.nacaa.com/journal/instructions.php. 

Journal of Extension 
JOE is a rigorous, peer-reviewed journal that brings the scholarship of university 
outreach and engagement to educators and practitioners around the world. Feature, 
Research in Brief, and Ideas at Work submissions undergo double-blind review, and 
Commentary and Tools of the Trade submissions are reviewed by the editor.  The journal 
is published on line 6 times a year. 

Guidelines for authors can be found at: http://www.joe.org/for-authors-submission-
guidelines.php 

The Journal of Higher Education Outreach and Engagement (JHEOE)   Established in 
1996 and published quarterly, the mission of JHEOE is to serve as the premier peer-
reviewed, interdisciplinary journal to advance theory and practice related to all forms of 
outreach and engagement between higher education institutions and communities.   
 
Guidelines for authors can be found at: http://openjournals.libs.uga.edu/index.php/jheoe 
 

  Education Research International 
Education Research International  is a peer-reviewed, open access journal that publishes 
original research articles as well as review articles in all areas of education. 

Before submission, please review the journal's Author Guidelines, which are located at 
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/edri/guidelines/. Education Research International 
currently has an acceptance rate of 9%. The average time between submission and final 
decision is 35 days and the average time between acceptance and final publication is 29 
days. 

http://www.nacaa.com/journal/instructions.php
http://www.joe.org/for-authors-submission-guidelines.php
http://www.joe.org/for-authors-submission-guidelines.php
http://openjournals.libs.uga.edu/index.php/jheoe
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/edri/guidelines/
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Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development 
The Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development is an online 
international, peer-reviewed publication focused on the practice and applied research 
interests of agriculture and food systems development professionals and scholars.  
Submission information can be found at: http://www.agdevjournal.com/  
 
Scientific Journal International 
Scientific Journals International (SJI) publishes peer-reviewed open-access journals for 
all major disciplines.   Those most relevant to ANR fields include: 
 
Journal of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Sciences 
Journal of Ecology, Ecosystems and Ecophysiology 
Journal of Forestry, Horticulture, and Soil Science 
Journal of Fisheries, Poultry and Wildlife Sciences 
Journal of Nutrition, Dietetics and Food Science 
Journal of Environmental Science, Policy and Planning 
Journal of Advertising, Public Relations and Marketing 
Journal of Business & Public Affairs 
Journal of Petroleum and Geosystems Science and Engineering 
Journal of Leadership, Management & Organizational Studies 
Journal of Entrepreneurship & Entrepreneurial Leadership 
Journal of Tourism, Travel and Hospitality 

Information on these, and all other SJI journals can be found at: 
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission.htm 
 
Citizen Science: Theory and Practice 
Citizen Science: Theory and Practice is an open-access, peer-reviewed journal published 
by Ubiquity Press on behalf of the Citizen Science Association. It focuses on advancing 
the field of citizen science by providing a venue for citizen science researchers and 
practitioners - scientists, information technologists, conservation biologists, community 
health organizers, educators, evaluators, urban planners, and more - to share best 
practices in conceiving, developing, implementing, evaluating, and sustaining projects 
that facilitate public participation in scientific endeavors in any discipline. 
 
For more information, go to:  http://theoryandpractice.citizenscienceassociation.org/ 

NACTA Journal 
NACTA Journal is published quarterly by the North American College and Teachers of 
Agriculture.  It is directed toward the scholarship of teaching and learning in agricultural, 
environmental, natural, and life sciences by presenting articles covering topics that treat 
all aspects of teaching such as methods, problems, philosophy and rewards at the college 
level.   
 
For more information, go to: http://www.nactateachers.org/journal.html 

http://www.agdevjournal.com/
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_agriculture.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_ecology.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_forestry.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_fisheries.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_nutrition.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_environmental_science.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_advertising.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_business.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_petroleum.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_leadership.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_entrepreneurship.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_tourism.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission_guidelines_tourism.htm
http://www.scientificjournals.org/submission.htm
http://theoryandpractice.citizenscienceassociation.org/
http://www.ubiquitypress.com/
http://citizenscienceassociation.org/
http://theoryandpractice.citizenscienceassociation.org/
http://theoryandpractice.citizenscienceassociation.org/
http://www.nactateachers.org/journal.html

